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Egypt turns bade Moroccan dissident 

CAIRO (AP) — Airport officials, refused to allow into Egypt writer 
Alxfalinoumcn Diouri; a Moroccan dtssicJent whosc expulsion from 
France Iasi year angered iiuefiectuab and human rights groups. Colonel 
Mo h a mm a d Al Beheiiy, an airport security official, denied Saturday that 
Mr. pioari was banned from Egypt, as reported in a newspaper. He said 
the dissident was turned bade because his visa was ‘tinewnptete.*’ Hie date 
of his .rejection was undear. He came to Cairo to attend an international 
literary conference that began Thursday. “Dkmri is not blacklisted," CoL 
Bebeary said. "There was some information missing onhis visa. That's afl. 
He can go to an Egyptian consulate in the coantry of his residence to 
complete the data, then come back to Eg ypt ** 
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U.N. sees grim outlook for hnitgry Africa 

NAIROBI (AP) — The devastating famine gripping Somalia will worsen 
without a substantial increase in aid, the United Nations said Saturday in a 
report forecasting acme food shortages in much of Africa in tbc coming 
year. The Food mid Agriculture Organisation (FAO) said Somalia would 
need 500,000 tonnes of food by mid- 1993 and urged "all effons" to ensure 
its "smooth, safe and speedy delivery" to help save millions of people, face 
stories below and inside) In a quarterly report on the food outlook in 
sub-Saharan Africa, the Rome-based agency said 19 of the region’s 46 
developing countries faced critical food shortages because of drought, civil 
strife or both. The agency said more than ihre million people also are at 
risk of starvation in Mozambique, wracked by years of civil war, The 
Situation there, it said, “will continue to deteriorate in the months ahead 
unless a massive international relief effort is mobilised." Other nations 
listed by the agency as facing “exceptional food emergencies" were: 
Angola, Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya. Lesotho. Liberia, Madagascar. 
Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
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King receives 
Omani message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received Saturday 
at the Royal Court Chief of the 
Omani Royal Cburt Seifeddin 
Ben Hamad Ben Sand, who con- 
veyed to him a message from 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed of 
Oman congratulating him over 
bis recovery from the surgery he 
underwent last month and his 
safe return home. King Hussein 
asked the Omani envoy to convey 
bis wishes of good health and 
happiness to Sultan Qaboos and 

to the OtnafrPfMOple. Ibe^audK 
ence was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Khaled A1 Karaki 
and Omani Ambassador in Am- 
man Mohammad Ben Sultan Ben 
Humour. The Omani envoy ar- 
rived in Amman earlier Saturday 
and was received by Dr. Karaki, 
Chief of Royal Protocol Moham- 
mad Adwan and the Omani 
ambassador. 

UAE leader sends 
greetings to King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received Saturday a 
cable from President of the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan AI Nuhayyan, who 
was passing through Jordanian 
airspace. Sheikh Zayed wished 
King Hussein good health and 
happiness and the Jordanian peo- 
ple further progress and prosper- 
ity- 


Abu Jaber meets 
counterparts at U.N 

NEW YORK (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber met 
Saturday with his Turkish coun- 
terpart and discussed with him 
the Middle East peace process 
and Jordanian-Turkish relations. 
Dr. Abu Jaber, who is in New 
York to participate in the meet- 
ings of the United Nations 
General Assembly, also met with 
the foreign ministers of Sweden, 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan. Discus- 
sion at the meetings centred on 
Jordan's relations with these 
countries as well as issues of 
common interest.’ The meetings 
were attended by Jordan's U.N. 
Ambassador Adrian Abu Odeh. 


5 new faces join 
Afghan cabinet 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Afghan government has 
appointed five new mi rosters, in- 
cluding three from the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat Party which re- 
joined the government this week, 
-Kabul Radio said in a report 
received Saturday. The decision 
to expand the 36-member cabinet 
was taken by the leadership coun- 
cil and endorsed by President 
Burfaanuddin Rabbani, said the 
radio. The portfolios of com- 
merce, mines and industry and 
social affairs were given to the 
Iran-backed Hezb-e-Wahdat fac- 
tion, which rejoined the Islamic 
coalition government of former 
Mujahedeen fighters this week. 
Hezb-e-Wahdat did not receive 
the powerful rational security 
portfolio, which it bad previously 
been assigned. It polled out of the 
government in July when the 
ministry was given to another 

party- 


inquiry begins Into 
1988 Zia crash 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A judi- 
cial inquiry opened Saturday into 
the mysterious 1988 plane crash 
that killed military ruler Moham- 
mad Zia U1 Haq, Pakistan’s top 
.generate and U.S. Ambassador 
Arnold Raphael. The three- 
member commission, headed by 
Supreme Court Justice Shafi Ur 
.Rahman, will try to determine 
what caused the Aug. 17, 1988, 
plane crash and who might have 
.been involved. The commission is 
expected to summon General' 
Zia’s closest aides, including his 
-successor, retired Gen. Miraa 
Adam Beg, and several current 
‘and former miiitaiy officers fre- 
quently named as suspects in the 
crash. Gen. Zia’s C-130 mffitary 
/transport plane nosedived into 
the desert of eastern Punjab pro- 
vince shortly after takeoff. A 
‘miKtary inquiry ruled the crab 
was probably sabotage, but foflo- 
■ wup investigations into who 
might be * responsible were 
-quashed. 


Palestinian delegation reaffirms 
unity of two banks of River Jordan 

King meets leaders of West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
voices deep appreciation of sentiments towards him 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation in chid- 
ing mayors, former governors 
and notables from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Saturday reaffirmed that the uni- 
ty of the West Bank and East 
Bank of the River Jordan re- 
mained as firm as ever. 

The reaffirmation came daring 
an audience with His Majesty 
King Hussein, who received the 
delegation at the Royal Court. 

The King returned home 
Thursday after undergoing a suc- 
cessful operation to address a 
urinary tract ailment last month 
and was greeted with an unpre- 
cedented outpour of emotions 
and sentiments by the people. An 
estimated one million people 
turned out in Amman streets to 
greet him. 

The Palestinian delegation cal- 
led at the Royal Court to con- 
' tee die King on his success- 
surgery and return home, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra,' 
said. 

The King said he was over- 
whelmed by the profound feel- 
ings of affection from the people 
and their display of true alle- 


giance and loyalty to the 
Hashemite throne, Petra said. 

“Thank God for giving me the 
gift of life and I am deeply 
grateful to you and content with 
the efforts and services I offered 
to my nation," the King said. “I 
hope, with God’s will, I will 
continue to work and build with 
you so that we qm serve as a 
model and an example for oar 
brothers in this part of the 
world.” 

Petra also quoted him as . 
saying that he had no objective in 
life other than fulfilling his duty 
to his nation and help it attain its 
aspiration. 

King Hussein thank ed the- de- 
legation for its good wishes and 

asked that htc gree ting* and gr ati - 

tude~ be conveyed to the Arab 
people under Israeli rule. He 
expressed hope that tire ordeal of 
the people In the occupied .terri- 
tories will not last long. 

Former Governor of Arab 
Jerusalem Anwar Al Khatib deli- 
vered an address on behalf of the 
delegation. He said King Hussein 
would remain a symbol of the 
unity or the two banks of the 
River Jordan and recounted the 
Hashemite family’s defence of 
the occupied Arab land of Pales- 


tine. 

'The people of the two banks 
strongly adhere to the unity 
which they believe is as firm as 
ever,” he said. 

Jordan severed legal and admi- 
nistrative tiesivith the West Bank 
in July 1980. 

“While other countries force 
their people to go out on to the 
streets to welcome the leaders, 
the government in Jordan found 
it almost impossible to check the 
overjoyed masses than giving the 
streets," Mr. Khahb was quoted a 
saying by Petra. 

Mansour Shawa, head of the 
charitable organisations in the 
Gaza Strip, also voiced the 
Palestinian people’s deep faith in 
the unity of Arab people on both 
banks. 

Elias Freir, mayor of the West 
Bank dty of Bethlehem, said the 
delegation warned to pay respect 
to King Hussein and saints him 
on his safe return to bis country. 

“The majority of people in 
West Bank and Gaza Strip were 
concerned over the King’s health 
situation and were praying to 
God Almighty to protect hrm,*' 
Mr. Freij added. 

Mr. Freij said that the Palesti- 


nian entourage inducted notables 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, including mayors, gov- 
ernors, engineers, doctors, 
businessmen, clergymen and uni- 
versity professors. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian news- 
papers said that a group of 24 
Arab residents of Israel are ex- 
pected to make a similar gesture. 
Officials said the visit, the first 
tune ever by an Israeli group, is 
expected to lake place next week. 

The Palestinian delegation was 
also received on Saturday by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasan, who welcomed the visi- 
tors and thanked them for their 
good wishes. 

Speakers for the delegation 
voiced their absolute confidence 
m the King’s leadership. 

The Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) in Jordan organised a spe- 
cial celebration in which army 
officer and troops took part and 
speeches were delivered voicing 
support for the King. 

PLA Commander Naim Al 
Khatib conveyed to the troops 
King Hussein's greetings and he 
praised the King’s national stands 
with regard to the Palestine 
cause. 


Russian submarine said en route to Iran 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
A Russiin-built submarine 
purchased by Tehran has set safl 
and is expected to reach the Gulf 
in several weeks, according to a 
Pentagon source. 

Russian officials have defended 
their sale of three non-nuclear 
submarines to Iran, saying the 
$750 million deal gives Moscow 
much-needed capital to imple- 
ment economic reform and might 
even improve stability in the 
Gulf. 

The source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
submarine is a KQo-dass, diesel- 
powered submarine that appears 
to be headed to the Iranian port 
of Shah-Bahar, located on the 
southern coast of Iran outside the 
Gulf. 

The submarine appears to be 
managed by an Iranian crew, but 
Russians are also on board now, 
the source said. 

The vessel was expected to 
travel from the Atlantic Ocean,' 


through the Mediterranean Sea, 
Suez Canal, and Red Sea to the 
Arabian Sea, the source said. 

The trip is expected to take 
about three weeks, the source 
said. ‘They’re travelling at about 
three to four knots, rather slow- 
ly,” the source said. “It’s dearly a 
rookie crew.” 

But die entry of a modern 
submarine with a “significant 
warfare capability” in the Gulf 
where much of the world’s oil is 
transported “is something we 
really don’t tike to see," said the 
source. 

The newly- built submarine, 
while not as sophisticated as U.S. 
and Soviet nudear-powered ves- 
sels, “is a good sub. It’s modern, 
it’s quiet, it’s threat to be consi- 
dered,” dm source said. 

Up until now, the U.S. forces 
in the Gulf have not had to worry 
about the threat of atta c k from* 
submarines, although all slops are 
trained to deal with the threat So 
far, they have concentrated on 


the threat from low-flying air- 
craft, missile boats and other 
anti-ship 

Currently, there are 18 U.S- 
ships jn the Red Sea, the Gulf, 
the Gulf of Oman and the North 
Arabian Sea, the Pentagon says. 

.Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger raised questions ab- 
out the submarine sale in discus- 
sions Thursday in New York with 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 

Mr. Eagleburger Friday de- 
fended the U.S. opposition to the 
sale despite Washington’s own 
briks arms trade. 

He also said he was unaware of 
a reported trade problem that is 
said to have put the submarine 
deal on bold. 

“Tin not sitting here and saying 
the Russians have no right to sell 
arms,” said Mr. Eagleburger, 
whose own country is one of the 
world's major arms suppliers. 

“If other countries (besides the 
United States) want to sell 


weapons to recipie nts who would 
use them with care and wisely I 
think that would be a different 
situation for ns,” he told a news 
conference. 

But Tran has a certain position 
within tiie region and a certain 
relationship to terrorism that we 
consider to be anathema and 
under those circumstances wc 
don’t believe that arms should be 
sold to them,” he added. 

Russia is reported to be selling 
two or three diesel submarines to 
Iran- which wiD be the first Gulf 
country to have them. 

Mr. Kozyrev, brushing aside 
U.S. concerns, told reporters 
Thursday after discussing the 
matter with Mr. Eagleburger that 
Moscow’s planned submarine 
sale to Iran was justified for 
strategic and economic reasons. 

He also asserted that those 
sates would enhance stability and 
prevent further destabilisation in 

(CoBthned on page 3) 


U.N. to deploy guards 
in Mogadishu in 10 days 


MOGADISHU (AP) — A long- 
awaited U.N. force of 500 Pakis- 
tani soldiers is expected to begin 
guarding relief shipments to this 
dying nation in about 10 days, its 
commander says. 

Bat the force is far from 
enough to guard the entire relief 
effort. U.N. and U.S. -officials 
were pressing the country’s mam 
warlord to allow the depfoyment 
of 3,000 more foreign troops. 

Qvfl war and lawlessness since 
the ouster of dictator Mohammad 
Siab Barre in January 1991, com-, 
bined with a devastating drought 
lave caused a famine that has 
killed more than 100,000 people. 
Two milli on more are estimated 
to be at risk. 

U.S. military planes have fer- 
ried more than 300 of the troops 
and their equipment to the Soma- 
li capital, and the rest of the force 
should arrive within four days. 
Brigadier General Imtiaz Sha- 
heen said Friday. 

Four U.S. warships and 2,100 
marines off the coast of Moga- 
dishu, sent to aid with the airlift 
of the Pakistani troops, wfli leave 
after all the sokfiere arrive. 

Gen. Shaheen said it would 
take about a week after that to 
deploy troops, who are only to 
guard Mogadishu’s port and air- 
port. 

“We’ve got to prepare (the 
troops),” he said. “They’ve got to 
understand the place, they’ve got 
to orient themselves.” 

The presence of the U.S. forces 


angered the country’s main war- 
lord, General Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed, who opposes foreign in-. 
terveotkm and demanded their 
removal. 

Gen. Ajdeed only reluctantly 
approved the 500-member U.N. 
force and last Saturday ruled out 
■ increasing it to the 3,500 autho- 
rised by the United Nations. That 
was the nniiini iw» strength consi- 
dered necessary to safeguard re- 
lief operations throughout Sotna- 
"Ka. 

Gen. Shaheen said and other 1 
UJN. officials were still discussing 
arrangements for the deployment 
of the U.N. force with the diffe- 
rent dans whose gunmen control 
the port and airport. 

U.N- special envoy Moham- 
mad Sahnoun warned Gen. 

) Aideed that if he refused to 
allow U^. troops at other ports 
— especially Kismayu, 400 
kilometres southeast of Moga- 
dishu — be would be held re- 
lusible for the deaths of 
uxfeof starving Somalis be- 
cause international relief efforts 
would not be able to reach them. 

Ambassador Peter Devos, the 
U.S. special envoy to Somalia, ■ 
met separately Friday with Gen. 
Aideed, who controls much of 
southern Somalia, and his rival 
AK Mahdi . Mohammad, who 
holds the title of interim presi- 
dent but holds only a snaO sec- 
tion of northern Mogadishu. 
Tesrion grows hi northern Soraa- 
ha, page 2 
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Lebanese Christians split 
as 26 stand for election 


BEIRUT (R) — In a move that 
split Christians in Lebanon's 
Maronhe heartland, 26 people 
registered as candidates for elec- 
tions to fill thfe last five seats in 

parliament. 

The Interior Ministry 
announcement Saturday was a 
blow to groups which had called 
on the region’s 78,000 voters to 
stay away from polling on Oct 11 
after a widespread Christian 
boycott of the earlier rounds of 
voting. 

The election of five Maronite 
Catholic deputies m the Keser- 
wan area north of Beirut was 
ly sfreduled for Ang. 30, 
wai postponed by the 
Syrian-backe ' government when 
all but one candidate withdrew at 
the last moment amid 'massive 
Christian protests. 

Beirut radios and newspapers 
said the Interior Ministry 
announcement was a severe bkw 
to Christian opposition groups- 
The Beirut daily newsp ap er Al 
Liwa quoted a mi ni st e rial source 
as saying if voting wort ahead as 
planned in Keserwan on Oct 11 
the role of the opposition would 
be finished. 

Several leaders from Keserwan 
opposed to the elections lad a 
meeting with Lebanon's most in- 
fluential Christian cleric, Maro- 
mte Patriarch Nasrallah Boutros 
Sftxr. on Friday night to enlist his 
support. 

They issued a statement urging 
Keserwan’s voters to boycott 


polling booths and said all foreign* 
-forces, including Syria’s 45,000 
troops over two-thirds of Leba- 
non, should withdraw from the 
country. 

Most of Lebanon’s Christians, 
who boycotted the Syrian-backed 
polk in August and early Septem- 
ber, are opposed to holding them 
with Damascus’ troops in and 
around Beirut. 

The five seats are the only 
ones outstanding for a 128-seat 
parliament due to take power cm 
‘Oct 15. The new national assem- 
bly is made up mostly of pro- 
Syrian members and for the first 
firm* jnrimtes pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
f»h fundamentalists. 

Diplomats had said the Syrian- 
backed government was banking 
on a Christian opposition sptit 

ami that some would join the new 

cabinet to be formed next month. 

The most prominent Maronite 
to submit hte candidacy, boms 
before the midnight Friday dead- 
line expired, was former Foreign 
Minister Fans Bonez, son-in-law 
of President EKas Hrawi. 

. Mr. Booz resigned earlier this 
month in protest at tire elections 
but he said be would nm only to 
stop candidates from areas out- 
side Keserwan representing the 
mountainous region. 

Christian opposition groups — 
the Falange party, the Lebanese 
Forces, the National Liberal Par- 
ty and follower of exiled General 
Michel Aoun — say such reasons 
for running are bogus. - 



Bfe Majesty King Hussein Saturday meets with a delegation from the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
(Petra photo) 
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Tough talks expected in Abu Dhabi 
meeting on Iran -UAE dispute today 


ABU DHABI (R) — Iran sent a 
negotiating team to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) Saturday 
for what officials predicted would 
be tough talks with the UAE over 
the future of a strategic Gulf 
island. 

The talks opening Sunday will 
be the first between Iran and the 
UAE in their territorial dispute 
over Abu Musa and the nearby 
Greater and Lesser Tombs is- 
lands, located dose to the main 
oil .tanker route in the Gulf. 

Iran and UAE have shared 
poutrol of Abu Musa under an 
agreement signed in 1971. Citing 
security reasons, Iran last March 
expelled all foreigners who oper- 
ated essential services on the 
island for the UAE. 

Since then, Iran has prevented 
foreigners from entering the is- 
land without Iranian permits. The 
measures led to the exodus of 
most of die 2,000 or so islanders 
and heightened Arab- Iranian ten- 
sons. 

The UAE sees Iran’s unilateral 


takeover of security on the island 
and virtual annexation. Diplo- 
mats said the gulf between the 
two rides was wide, with neither 
appearing willing to make conces- 
sions. 

“Talks will be tough," a UAE 
Foreign Ministry official said. 
“Both rides have different points 
of view and documents. I expect 
they’re going to have a tong, 
gloomy day.” 

As Iran’s negotiating team 
beaded by Mustafa Haeri Fouma- 
ni, director of Gulf affairs at the 
Iranian Foreign Ministry, arrived 
in Abu Dhabi, statements in 
Tehran appeared uncomprciinis- 
ing. 

Majlis (parliament) Speaker 
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nari was 
quoted by the official IRNA news 
agency as saying that Iran had 
sovereignty over Abo Musa. 

‘'The provirion of Abu Musa's 
security is the responsibility of 
Iran,” he said. 

Iran’s ambassador in Abu Dha- 
bi, Hassan Aminian, was upbeat. 


“It will be resolved after all. 
We win clear it after all, after 
negotiations," he told reporters. 

Diplomats in the Gulf said 
no-one was certain about Iran's 
motives in Abu Musa but they 
speculated it may have seized the 
island to counteract the U.S. 
military presence in the area. 

Since the Gulf war over Kuwait 
ended. Washington has signed 
defence pacts with three Gulf 
states. It keeps a naval presence 
of about 20 warships in the re- 
gion. 

*" Relations between Iran and the 
Gulf had started to improve after 
Tehran denounced Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Bnt the foreign ministers of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), of which the UAE is a 
member, said this month that 
Iran’s actions could have an 
adverse effect on its ties with die 

(Continued on page 3) 

Harris tells Ydayati to resolve 
dispute, page 2 


Clinton 
widens lead 


NEW YORK (R) — Democrat 
B01 Clinton widened his lead over 
Pxerident George BnSh in the 
latest Time Magazine/CNN poll 
Saturday, a survey that also 
showed little impact if Ross Perot 
revives his nm for the U.S. pres- 
idency. 

The poD also showed that 62 
per cent feel the Republican 
emphasis on Mr. Qintos’s Viet-- 
nam war-era draft record is over- 
rated and that 63 per cent feel 
Mr. Bush is lying when he says he 
was not involved in the Iran- 
contra anns-for-bostage deal dur- 
ing Ronald Reagan's presidency. 

The poll, tire first since reports 
of the possibility Mr. Perot would 
renew his third-party candidacy, 
put Mr. Clinton’s lead at 49 per 
cent to 37 per cent over Mr. Bush 
without Mr. Perot. 

If Mr. Perot, die Texas bfl- 
li onaire whose name is on all 50 
state ■ ballots, activates his cam- 
paign the poll said he would 
receive just 17 per cent, with Mr. 
Clinton at 43 per cent and Bush at 
32 per cent. 

With an inactive Perot cam- 
paign. the independent drew 13 
per cent, with 44 per cent for Mr. 
Qmton and 32 per cent for Mr. 
Bosh. 

Fifty-seven per cent said they 
felt Mr. Bosh bad no real prog- 
ramme to help the American 
economy, but 72 per cent said 
they thought Mr. Clinton would 
raise taxes. 

The poll showed strong nega- 
tive feelings about Mr. Perot, 
who dropped out of the race in 
July, with 25 per cent viewing him 
favourably and 46 per cent with 
an unfavourable impression. 

Mr. Clinton’ favourabffity rat- 
ing was 50 per cent, with 34 per 
cent negative. Mr. Bush was seen 
as favourable by 43 per cent and 
negative by 45 per emit. 

A month ago, the same survey 
had Mr. Qmton with an overall 
lead of 46 per cent to 40 per cent. 

Bmh totes t* pat Hi Md on track, 
page S 


Iraq agrees to relief 
programme for Kurds 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Baghdad, in what appears to be 
political shift, has agreed in prin- 
ciple to a substantial international 
relief programme to get food, 
fuel and medicine to Kurds in 
northern Iraq before the winter 
months set in, U.N. officials have 
confirmed. 

At the same time. Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said Al 
Sahaf explored the possibility of 
new talks on limited oil sales to 
pay' for its own relief supplies. 
But in talks with diplomats he 
suggested $4 billion in sales, fr r 
more than toe Security Council 
had authorised. 

The officials said Mr. Sahaf in 
Thursday discussions with U.N. 
Under-Secretary-General Jan 
Eliasson had consented to a “win- 
ter programme" to bring food, 
fuel and medicine to Kurds in the 
north before harsh weather sets 
in. 

This would mean that U.N. 
relief agencies and guards to pro- 
tect them would enter the country 
legally. 

Otherwise, toe United States 
would make sore the United Na- 
tions and toe allies brought in the 
supplies anyway. 

Acting Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger, at a press 
c onference in New York, said, 
“as far as the United States is 
concerned the Security Council 
should be prepared to authorise 
delivery of humanitarian supplies 
to the Kurds even if the Iraqi 
government doesn’t consent." 

:< Mr. Sahaf told Mr. Eliasson 
that toe programme for the Kurds 
could go ahead rally if the United 
Nations ships aid to toe entire 
country, not just toe northern 
Kurdish zone. 

Iraq’s trade minister on Friday 
insisted that there is no need for 
food shipments to toe northern 
Kurdish region. 

“There is no hanger problem in 
Kurdistan," Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh said in 
Baghdad. 


Baghdad is also seeking to re- 
negotiate the “memorandum of 
understanding” between Iraq and 
the United Nations governing the 
U.N.’s working conditions and 
rights in the country. 

Baghdad is not issuing visas 
and travel permits for U.N. staff 
who would have to conduct adv- 
ance surveys for the programme. 

Mr. Eliasson’s humanitarian 
affairs office is still trying to make 
satisfactory arrangements with 
Baghdad, toe offiaal said. 

Negotiations have bogged 
down on two points, U.N. offi-' 
dais said. U.N. offidals want 
unrestricted access to any part oi 
Iraq at any time to deliver aid,, 
and Baghdad wants to restrict, 
access. 

In addition, U.N. offidals be- 
lieve they will need regional 
offices outside Baghdad to admi- 
nister toe programme, but Iraq’;, 
government wants the U.N« 
offices limited to Baghdad. ! 

The United Nations would pre-I 
fer to have Iraq’s cooperation 
with the relief programme, bu> 
under post-Gulf war Security 
Council resolutions, U.N. agen’l 
ries may cross Iraq’s borders tr 
help the Kurds, as well as toti 
Shiite rebels in the southern mar) 
shes. ! 

After the Gulf war, Iraqi Kurd; 
tried to overthrow toe govern; 
raent, but failed and retreated t* 
toe north ahead of advandni'. 
Iraqi tank columns. • 

The Security Council is discus; 
sing a draft resolution that wottii) 
use seized Iraqi cal funds to pa;f 
for humanitarian programme, a‘ 
well as war reparations. « 

The money — most of it held Si. 
American "banks — would also bi 
used to pay for teams monitorin' 
toe destruction of Iraq’s weapon- 


festers sources Thursday pie; 
dieted passage within two weeksj 

(Continued oa page 3) .!j 
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Iraq launches crackdown on 
moneychangers to stabilise dinar 


Tension escalates in Somalia's northern capital 


By P.V. Vivekanaad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Iraqi govern- 
ment has launched a crackdown 
against moneychangers aimed at 
controlling fluctuations of the Ira- 
qi dinar, blamed to a large extent 
for a dramatic decline in the flow 
of essential goods to the country, 
Iraqi -sources said Saturday. 

“One of the priorities of the 
government now appears to be 
allaying businessmen's fears that 
they risk major losses if the dinar 
continued on its roller-coaster 
course,* 1 said an Iraqi business- 
man based in Amman. 

According to the businessmen 
and other Iraqi sources, the ac- 
tions adopted by the government 
included detention of 
moneychangers after raids on 
their premises and seizure of cur- 
rency and stricter inspection at 
the border posts to check curren- 
cy smuggling. 

The sources could not confirm 
reports that over 30 moneychan- 
gers were executed after they 
were found to have speculated 
with the Iraqi dinar, which has 
been plum meting since the end of 
the Gulf war in February last 
year. 

TTie exchange rate before the 
' war was between four and five 
Iraqi dinars to the dollar in die 
I black market while the official 
1 rate was S3. 12 to the dinar. The 
Iraqi currency steadily lost its 
. value in the black market since 
then, and was being traded two 
I weeks ago between 40 and 45 
dinars to the dollar. 

“In the last one week, the rate 
fallen to around 25 dinars to the 


dollar in the wake of the strict 
government action, which in- 
cluded the busting of a major 
group which used to sell counter- 
feit dinars in the market,” said a 
traveller from Baghdad. 

Reports in the Iraqi press have 
indicated that the government 
believes that the flooding of the 
market with fake dinars — attri- 
buted to the anti-Iraq Western 
coalition — is largely responsible 
for the instability of the currency. 

Iraqi sources in Amman noted 
that during several recent meet- 
ings with senior Iraqi officials, 
Amman-based Iraqi as well as 
Jordanian businessmen had 
emphasised that they were not 
interested in doing business with 
Iraq unless the Baghdad govern- 
ment restored a stable exchange 
rate of the dinar. 

They argued that the dramatic 
nps and downs of the currency 
against the American dollar left 
them vulnerable to huge losses. 

'The same point was also made 
by businessmen based m Turkey 
and Iran” — two other sources of 
foodstuffs for Iraq,” said a Jorda- 
nian merchant. 

The last meeting between a 
senior Iraqi official and Amman- 
based businessmen took place on 
Sept. 18 when Minister of Trade 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh met 
with a group of Jordanian traders 
in Amman. 

Fears triggered by executions 
of Iraqi merchants accused of 
profiteering in July coupled with 
the uncertainty over the dinar 
have dramatically reduced the 
flow of goods from Jordan to 
Iraq. 


Baghdad had been trying since 
mid-August to assure the terrified 
businessmen that the July execu- 
tions were a “one-time affair” 
and were carried out only in cases 
where merchants were “exploit- 
ing” the chaos in Iraq, winch is 
straining under international 
sanctions imposed after its Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Food and medicine are exempt 
from the sanctions. 

The Iraqi government has not 
issued any statement on the cur- 
rency situation, but mdteatioos 
that a crackdown could be in the 
offing came earlier tins month 
when Babel, a daily published by 
President Saddam Hussein’s son 
Uday, called on Baghdad to sta- 
bilise the see-sawing dinar. 

However, the paper appeared 
to criticise the executions carried 
out in July and caution against 
any such further actions. 

Merchants should be punished, 
it said, but “not ail of them.” 
•Would be not helping them to 
re unit themselves and become a 
strong force again? 

“For many guilty Iraqis, it’s 
better to show them the pistol 
then to direct it against them .... 
this kind of approach would 
work." 

Experts on Iraq said h was 
highly unlikely that the govern- 
ment, reeling back from the back- 
lash of the July executions, would 
resort to further similar action. 

"It will only further erode 
everyone’s confidence and push 
businessmen away from resuming 
trade in the Iraqi market,” noted 
a former Iraqi diplomat now resi- 
dent abroad. 


Egypt berates Israel over arms race 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Egypt's foreign minister Friday 
criticised Israel for refusing arms 
inspections but praised Prime 
■ Minister Yitzhak Rabin for creat- 
ing a positive atmosphere in the 
Mkkfle East peace talks. 

In a speech to the General 
Assembly, Amr Musa also criti- 
. cised Ban's virtual annexation 
earlier this year of Abu Musa 
island, which lies half way be- 
tween Iran and the United Arab 
Emirates. >*. 

■ Without mentioning Israel by 
name, he said that one state in 
the Middle East had put its nuc- 
lear arsenal outside the 
framework of international in- 
flections. 

“The existing exception of one 
state is causing many security 
concerns, particularly as we know 
that this exception enables one 
state in the Middle East to pos- 


sess nudear weapons without any 
international restrictions. 

“It also enables tins state. 
Much possess a massive arsenal 
of military industries to be en- 
gaged in a process of missile 
development m a way that makes 
it an enshrined exception in the 
framework of the disarmament 
process,” he said. 

On the peace talks, the Egyp- 
tian minster said Mr. Rabin "had 
moved in the right direction, dis- 
senting clouds of uncertainty and 
making way for hope and .optim- 
ism^” - . , 

nBht her said the content of the 
talks was as important as the 
atmosphere, particularly . since 
Arab states, mainly Syria, had 
agreed to enter into comprehen- 
sive peace agreements with 
Israel. 

Israel, he said, needed to with- 
draw to international boundaries 


and recognise 'the legitimate rights 
of die Palestinian people. 

The minister also criticised 
Iran’s occupation of Arab islands, 
a reference to Abu Musa and two 
smaller islands in the Gulf. “This 
we cannot overlook or ignore.” 

He said Tehran should recon- 
sider its position and “restore the 
situation to the status quo ante.” 

Mr. Musa expressed concern 
about the fate of the Iraqi people 
and said .tile international, com- 
inanity should ensure the country 
did not fragment and "Iraq’s, ter- 
ritorial integrity and the unity .of 
ter people” were protected. 

The United States and its allies 
have instituted no-fly zones for 
Iraqi aircraft in areas occupied by 
Kurdish dissidents in the north 
and Shiites in the south, leading 
to fears in the Arab World that 
both areas could be detached 
from the present Iraqi state. 


Hurd tells Velayati to end Gulf feud 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Bri- 
tain hopes talks this weekend 
between Iran and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) over the 
disp ut ed Gulf island of Abu Musa 
will remove “the strong anxieties 
Celt by our Arab friends,” British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
told bis Iranian counterpart on 
Friday. 

Mr. Hurd conveyed this mes- 
sage during a 75-minute meeting 
with Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati that covered a 
wide range of issues. 

The foreign secretary told re- 
porters these included the Middle 
East, Yugoslavia, the former 

( Soviet Union, and bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The two ministers meet annual- 
ly while attending the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

Iran earlier this year virtually 
annexed Abu Musa, which lies 
half way between Iran and the 


UAE. The two countries bad 
shared control under a 1971 
agreement that allowed Iran to 
set up a garrison on the island 
which until then was controlled 
solely by Sharjah, one of seven 
Gulf sheikhdoms that later 
formed the UAE. 

The dispute has caused con- 
cern, particularly among Gulf 
states, and has been referred to in 
several speeches to the U.N. 


Asked whether be discussed it 
with Mr. Velayati, Mr. Hurd said 
the Iranian foreign minister gave 
a lengthy account of Tehran’s 
position. 

Hard added: "I expressed 
the hope that the discussions they 
(the Iranians) are having with die 
UAE will be successful in remov- 
ing the strong anxieties felt by our 
Arab friends.” 

This was a reference to talks 


which officials from the two coun- 
tries are due to bold Sunday in 
Aim Dhabi, toe UAE capital. 

Mr. Hind said the case of 
British author Salman Rushdie 
was mentioned, “but there has 
been do change in the respective 
positions.” 

Mr. Rnsbcfie was sentenced to 
death in 19%) by the late Ayatol- 
lah RnhoOah Khomeini for blas- 
phemy against Islam in his book 
“The Satanic Verses”. He has 
since been living under police 
protection. 

Britain and Iran renewed di- 
plomatic relations in 1980 at the 
level of charges d’affaires after an 
- 18-montfa break because of the 
Rnshdie affair. 

Mr. Velayati told r ep orters he 
had held a “very constructive and 
frank discussion” with Hurd 
covering bilateral, regional and 
international issues. * 


By Didrikke Schanche 

The Associated Press 

NAIROBI — Rising dan 
tensions, looting and bandit- 
ry threaten to broaden into 
folktale warfare in Somalia's 
nominally independent 
north, according to aid offi- 
cials and visitors. 

One aid official said he 
feared the region, knpwn as 
the “Somaliland Republic," 
could go the way of Somalia’s 

south, where drought and' 
warfare have combined to 
create a catastrophic famine 
that hay killed more than 
100,000 and threatens mil- 
lions. 

Differences between rival 
groups within the region's 
dominant Isaaq dan have be- 
come pronounced in the 
capital, Hargeisa, which now 
is essentially divided into 
two, according to recent visi- 
tors. 

The highland city’s south 
side is ruled by the presi- 
dent’s and allied sub-dans. 
The other side of town is 
controlled by rival groups 
allied with rebel leader Dago 
Weyne, who also controls the 
region's deep-sea port of Ber- 
bers. 

Looting and banditry, 
common on the region’s 
roads, have increased drama- 
tically in Hargeisa in recent 
weeks, with the most danger- 
ous gauntlet being the road 
from the airport into town, 
aid officials said. 

Sporadic gunfire is heard in 
the city day and night and the 
use of heavy weapons has 
increased. In the last two 
weeks, the rival dans have 
engaged in at least two ex- 
tended nighttime exchanges 
of mortar and artillery fire, 


4 hurt in 
bomb attack 
in Sidon 

SIDON, Lebanon (AP) — Four 
Lebanese dvflians were wounded, 
when unidentified assailants 
threw a bomb at their flat in this 
southern port city, security 
sources said Saturday. ■ 

One source, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said the bomb 
attack occurred just before mid- 
night (2100 GMT) ’ Friday. He 
identified the victims as Wijdan' 
Moussa, his daughter Iman, and 
Malak and Mima Sbehadeh. 

A former official of the Palesti- 
nian Liberation . . Organisation's 
(PLO) Fateh mainstream guerril- 
la group, called Abu Nidal Knr- 
<Sch, lived in that flat until be left 
Lebanon July last year. The 
apartment was purchased by the 
Shchadehs. 

The source said the assailants 
might not have known that Kur- 
diefa had vacated the a partme n t 

Ten Palestinian officials have 
been killed and two critically 
wounded in Lebanon and Europe 
in the latest spate of the con- 
tinuing Mood feud between Fateh 
and the dissident Fateh- 
Revolutionary Conned headed by 
Abu Nidal. 

The spiralling violence began 
on June 8, when Atef Bseiso, the 
PLO's intelligence chief, was shot 
dead outside a Paris hotel. 

No responsibility dawns were 
made by either side on the trifl- 
ings, but each party has accused 
’the other of carrying out the 
murders for Israel’s Mossad sec- 
ret service. 

The PLO on Thursday sent- 
enced to death three Abu Nidal 
■men convicted by ^a guerrilla 
.court of slaying loyafets - of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

- Mr. Arafat has been at logger- 
beads with Abu Nidal since he 
broke away from Fateh and 
formed his dhsadent faction in 
1973. 


said Lucy Hannon, a reporter 
for the British' Broadcasting 
Corporation, who just spent 
three weeks in the region. 

However, the sparring 
groups are attempting to re- 
concile their differences 
through a committee of dan 
elders who hope to have a 
trace agreemen t ready for 
waning next week, said Ms. 
Hannon. 

“They seem to be making a 
quite strenuous effort," she 
said. 

Although 'the rest of the 
region is relatively calm, Ben 
Foot of Save the Children 
Fond — U.K. warned that it 
could deteriorate into full- 
blown dan warfare if denied 
international 

Many aid officials say that 
if southern Somalia had more 
assistance last year as it 
emerged from the dictatorial 
rule of overthrown dictator 
Mohammad * Siad Bane, it 
would not be the disaster it is 
today. 

“The bottom line is the 
north isn't anything like as 
bad as the south, but the 
ingredients are there,” said 
Mr. Foot, speaking from 
Save the Children’s regional 
headquarters in Nairobi. 

He said the main differ- 
ence between the regions was 
food — the south does not 
have any and must rely on 
international handouts, while 
tiie noth continues to live off 
commercial imports, much 
from an antracfitional source. 

While some of the north's 
supplies come through trade 
through Bertie ra, on the Gulf 
of Aden, much of its food is 
from looted international aid 
stocks provided to Somali re- 
fugees living in camps in 
neighbouring Ethiopia. 


“All we need is a de- 
terioration in the food source 
and I think we would have 
open warfare pretty rapidly,” 
said Mr. Foot. 

Save the Children has done 
several nutritional surveys 
anti found only moderate 
malnutrition among the re- 
gion’s children, said Foot. 

John Newman, of the 
humanitarian agency Care, 
offered s'less dire analysis, 
saying Hargeisa was in- 
creasingly tense, bat unlikely 
to blow op into war. 

After a decade-long rebel- 
lion trying to unseat Mr. Siad 
Bane, the Isaaq “are pretty 
sick of fighting,” said Mr. 
Newman. “The’re just tired 
of it.” 

Although tensions are high 
among the competing sub- 
dans, he said he believe it 
wifl deteriorate to the ex- 
treme that has occurred in 
southern Somalia. 

“Somaliland Republic” is a 
former British protectorate 
inhabited primarily by mem- 
bers of the Isaaq dan, which 
provided tire backbone of the 
rebel Somali National Move- 
ment’s 10-year was against 
Mr. Siad Bane. 

The region seceded after 
Mr. Siad Bane’s January 
1991 overthrow by the Un- 
ited Somali Congress, a rebel 
group dominated by the 
southern Hawiye clan. 

Somaliland, which is not 
recognised internationally, 
for months avoided the dan- 
warfare that engulfed Soma- 
lia's south and helped caused 
the massive famine currently 
killed thousands daily. 

Between December and 
March, however, rivalries in- 
tensified between Isaaq sub- 
dans. 


International body urges Mideast confederation 

GENEVA (R) — An in t e r nati onal body working for world peace 
said Friday it had urged Israel and Morocco to puisne suggestions 
they might be ready to promote the idea of confederation in the 
Middle East. The International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(IFOR), which has brandies in some 40 countries, said letters had 
been sent to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and King Hassan 
who recently indicated tficy*tiflpfjbited tte'-prdpdsSl. IFOR Geneva 
spokesman David Littman aid rec e nt statements from both Sod 
from Palestinian spokesmen indicated tbeTd&ff of a confederation’ 
that would include Isre^ly 0 Palestine and'- Jordan was gaining 
ground . “That is why we have sent these letters. We hope they will 
lead to further consideration of the idea,” Mr. littman told 
Reuters. Mir. Littman said IFOR would pursue its own worldwide 
campaign, especially at the United Nations in New York and 
Geneva, "towards this ■goal of peace and recondfiation in the 
Middle East, leading ultimately to a confederation.” 

Kenya says plane seized by Somali rebels 

NAIROBI (R) Kenya said Saturday one of its mflitaiy helicopters . 
and three crew had been seined by men of Somalia’s fiercest 
warlord after the pfloffost his way. The Somalia National Affiance, 
a faction loyal to warlord General Farah Aideed, said the 
helicopter had attacked the central town of Bazdere on Wednes- 
day, causing ’Tots of damage and deaths.” The Kenyan Foreign 
Ministry described claims of attack on Bardere. which served as • 
Gen. Aideed** bush headquarters for five months tins year, as 
“rubbish.” Given Somalia's c ur ren t situation, “when tire country is 
near rain, we cannot even remotely consider fighting it,” raid 
senior Foreign Ministry official James Simam. Kenyan mflitaiy 
officials told repo rter s they were negotiating with Gen. Aideed, 
through the International Red Gross for the release of the 
impounded plane and its crew. “The plane developed engine 
trouble and lost its course, straying into Somalia territory,” 
Kenyan officials said. Gen. Aideed has accused Kenya of habour- 
ing soldiers loyal to fallen dictator Mohammad Siad Bane, whom 
he helped oust in January 1991 before turning on bis former ally, 
setf-dedared President Afi Mabcfi Mohammad. Feuding between, 
the two warlords has reduced the Horn of Africa country to rain. 
Some 400,000 Somalis have taken refuge in neighbouring Kenya. 

Yemen president pledges democracy, better IHe 

SANAA (R) — President Ah Abdullah Saleh has pledged on the 
eve of the 30th anniversary of Yemen's r ev oluti on to stick to die 
path of democracy and development. “We stress cm the right of the 
people to choose their representatives ip the parliament freely and 
tar from any act of violence or terror,” Mr. Saleh said re fe rrin g to 
partuunentary elections doe in November, the first in tanned 
Y^men. In a speech broadcast on radio and television, be urged afl 
political parties and organisations to “co o rdinate their efforts to 
positively take part in the elections and deepen the exercise of 
democracy.” Mr. Saleh told Yemenis to stand firm despite a recent 
series of explosions and assassination attempts against senior 
officials. 



ASoeoaS wt 
centre at a 


mm pr o tec t s her child’s face from Sts outside a feeding 
refugee wmp near the SonraBa-Kenya border 


Looting increased in die 
region's major towns and 
heavy fighting between the 
president’s militia and forces 
loyal to rebel leader Dago 
Weyne erupted early this 
yea x in the port city in Bet 
beta, causing thousands to 
flee into the surrounding 


Dago Weyne was driven 


out of the town around May, 
but returned to drive the 
president’s forces from the 
city and Berbers in August. 

Since then. President 
Abdi rahman Ahmad Ali -has. 
become increasingly isolated, 
with Dago Weyne’s allies, 
controlling the main road 
from the coast up to 30 < 
kilometres from Hargeisa. 



Aide to charged financier 
confirms deceptions at BNL 


ATLANTA (Agencies) — A for- 
mer vice president at the Atlanta 
branch of Italian bank group 
Banca Nazi on ale del Lavoro 
(BNL) i has confirmed that be 
work efl with indicted branch 
chief Christopher Drogoui ter de- 
ceive auditors over improper 
foaj|s, to > Iraq. " 

. Mr. Drogoui is undergoing a 
. sedfendng hearing in U.S. dis- 
trict court here on a 60-count 
federal indictment charging him 
with fraudulently setting up $5 
billion in unauthorised loans to 
Iraq. The authorities say he then 
hid tiie loans from auditors by 
means of an illegal paper traiL 

The unusual hearing is' meant 
to determine Mr. Drogoul's sent- 
ence. But Mr. Drogoui, who had 
previously pleaded guflty to the 
charges, now says he is innocent. 
The judge in the case bas refused 
Us request for a trial. 

Questioned at the bearing by 
assistant U.S. Attorney Gale 
McKenzie, former bank Vice 
President Paul von Wedel said 
the two had taken several steps to 
deceive auditors. 

Mr. Von Wedel said “Yes” 
when asked by Mr. McKenzie if 
Mr. Drogoui asked him to re- 
move sensitive documents from 
the office jnst before a visit by 
internal BNL auditors. BNL is 
owned by the Italian government. 

Mr. Von Wedel said that in one 
case, he and Mr. Drogoui discus- 
sed possible methods of conceal- 
ment while meeting in a shopping 
centre parking lot. 

He said that he and his col- 
league did this because they were 
afraid their office phone might be 
tapped. 

Mr. Von Wedel also added that 
to conceal the illegal loan activity 
from auditors, the BNL Atlant a 
brand used forged audit con- 
firmations, and communication 
written mi fake letterhead. 

“Everyone in the office was 
pitching in (to the general 


effort),” he said . ; 

Mr. Von Wedel also confirmed - 
a scheme to throw auditors off- 
the trail by “sending them off”: 
with requests to e xamin e docu- 
ments for other, legal loans.. 

“That kept them busy,” Mr. : 
Von Wedel told the court. 

* . ' ‘ At one point'Mr. Von Wedel; 
"Said be begrd^Mr. Drogoui $ay - 
food, “I can’t believe this' 
charmed life I'm living.” 

The former chairman ox BNL 
has decided against testifying' in 
the bank fraud sentencing, an 
attorney said Friday. - 

“He has declined the judge’s 
invitation,” said BNL attorney 
Bruce Kirwan. Mr. Kirwan said 
he had spoken through an inter- 
preter with Giacomo Pedde, who 
resigned as BNL chairman in 
1989 amid the loan scandal. - 
Mr. Kirwan, who is not in- i 
volved in the Atlanta sentencing 
case but has been attending the 
bearing, was asked this week by; 
U.S. District Judge Marvin; 
Sboob to locate Mr. Pedde and 
determine if be would come here. 

On Thursday, Mr. Shoob said’ 
be had been notified Mr. Pedde: 
told an Italian newspaper he was 
available to testify. The judge 
■instructed lawyers to prepare for 
his appearance. 

But Mr. Kirwan said Mr. Ped- 
de told bam later Thursday be 
does not wish to discuss BNL any 
further. 

“He’s already given testimony 
to the federal grand jury and to 
the (Italian investigative) senate 
committee,” Mr. Kirwan said. ■ 
The development Friday came . 
as the second week of testimony! 7 
concluded in the sentencing. 

Prosecutors have re com-' 
mended a stiff sentence for Mr.' 
Drogoui. Defence attorneys con-! 
tend U.S. government officials 
and BNL in Rome knew of the 
loans, and made Mr. Drogoui a 


i nve stigating. 
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'Abdtf Telephone Repairs — 
Jordan Tcfcviwm 
'Radio Jordan 
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QUEEN ALIA 
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sboukl always bo veriBcd. 


Royiti Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tfemlnti 1) 


M40 : 

Itslf 

10=15 ; 


...Jeddah | 

Laraacai 

r : Aqaba 


Hasped (09)990990 


HOI DM. Abu Dhabi ( 

10=50 — Doha. Bahrain ( 

I7*t ...... Madrid! 

17*5 CUroi 

UL3I — New York, Ams te rdam! 


Ifeto Bnmcl a. Parii (RJ) 

IfeSS London (RJ) 

IhJS — Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

1*30 Athens (RJ) 

'20=45 Frankfort, Geneva pU) 

2feSt Vienna (KJ) 

-2ts00 Rone ran 

Riyadh (RJ) 

Otbar Flights (Tarminal 2) 

12£0 Muscat, Bahrain (OF) 

MMR — Moscow (SU) 

lftSS Lannca(CY) 

»» Befrut&ffiJ 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 


... Madrid! 


0530 

mts 

Ofcto — 
0730 


Madrid) 

- New Delhi! 

Damascus 


IhOt ...... Aqaba. Rome ( 

11:30 "B ari s. C asa bl anca ( 

12*0 Rome! 

1240 Vicnna( 

12:15 Ankara, Istanbul! 

1230 .^Amsterdam, New York! 

Brit ...... Athens! 

1345 Cairo! 

2U30 — J Jeddah! 


2239 Abu DhabC, Dubai (RT 

2 2-30 NewDeSrintf 

23*5 

Ottmr Flights (Terminal p 

*5 Beirut (ME] 

* Moscow (SU 

2135 




Banana (Muiammarj 
Beans 


........... — 

Csrrot ; ; 

CauSBower ........ 

Gxannbers/tarae) 

Cncamben (small) 


Garik 

Lemon ZTZZZ 

Mm*ow(tarecl ™ 


Onion (dry) 




.. 500/450*:. 
.. 450/400- - 
,. 400 / 350." 

130 / 80 ‘ 
... 4W3»-> 

- 2GV2HK. 
.. 120/80,;. 

- 240/180 
80 / 40- 

600/500 '•» 
220/60- ' 
. 180/1M 
» 380/320"' 

- 180/120-“ 
.200/150" 

. 150/100.,- 
.. 340/250 .; 
_. 100/50" 




JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1992 3 








«aWiJa 
dri\e & 
■ fn® j 
‘■n Au» 

“iJ -Jij 

?iy iwby 
• nes * 
main ns; 
up to ,* 

Hirjsis. 


Astronomy 
conference 
ojens at U .J. 

A&JMAN (Petra) — Astronom- 
ersfrom six: Arab states inrl ivtmg 
Jordan gathered at the University 
aOordan (U J.) Saturday for tbe 
first Arab Astronomers Confer- 
ence, organised by the universi- 
ty's Physics Department and the 
Jordanian Astronomers Society 
V(IAS). . : r 

The organisers said that dele- 
gates from Libya, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia^ hcaq and Syria will review 
Sff -research, papers dealing with 
agronomy in the modem age, 
and Okt and modem theories in 
astronomy 

3 n jan. address to the meeting, 
which was opened by Minister of 
Culture Mahmoud Al Sarara, on 
behalf of His Royal Highness 
Ptiiiee -Faisal, UJ. President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh outlined the 
uajversity!s continued en- 
deavours to promote scientific 
rejearchin Jordan. 

-According to Mr. Khalil Qun- 
suJ; the JAS president, tbe socie- 
ty, which was established in 1987, 
aijns at bttOding bridges of coop- 
eration. between Jordanian arid 
Arab scientific and academic in- 
stitutions. 

jSe said die society was aiming 
abjesm Wis hing a special astro- 
nomers institute in Jordan to 
teach astronomy in schools, com- 
munity colleges and universities 
and to establish a modern 
observatory centre for planetary 
studies in the Kingdom. 



A general view of Salt city 
(file photo) 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday listens to. a briefing 
about efforts to preserve architectural heritage in Salt 
(Petra photo). 


Queen Noor opens seminar on 
preserving Salt architectural heritage 


SALT (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Saturday opened a 
seminar cm tbe preservation of 
the arch i t e ct ur al heritage of Salt, ' 
organised by the Salt Develop- 
ment Corporation (SDC) in 
cooperation with the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS). 

' SDC board member Anis 
Muasber delivered an address 
thanking die Queen for ber pat- 
ronage of the event and for her 
continued support for the cor- 
poration's projects. 

Mr. Muasber said that the 
architectural heritage of Salt 
which served for some time as 
home for the late Krug Abdullah, 
founder of tbe Kingdom, is part 


of the Jordanian: and Arab tent- 
age. 

Salt Mayor Abdul Razzak En- 
sour paid tribute to the Queen for 
her person&l involvement in sup- 
porting the corporation's activi- 
ties and the “ongoing endeavours 
to protect tbe architectural herit- 
age of the dty and its ancient 
buildings.'' 

RSS President Hani Mullri said 
in a speech that the ESS* -prog- 
rammes aim in part to document 
the country's architectural herit- 
age and to protect the heritage of 
Salt. 

Dr. Seif Maatb from the RSS 
referred to a plan to help develop 
the central and ancient pans of 


the city, saying that the RSS and 
tbe SDC were joining hands to 
achieve that objective with finan- 
cial help from the United States 
Agency for ' International De- 
velopment (USAID). 

■ He said that 657 old build- 
ings in the dty: will be preserved 
through the project. 

Tbe one-day seminar focused 
on reviewing studies on renova- 
tion and restoration of old build- 
ings, survpys and research studies 
cm the city’s architecture. 

Tbe Queen visited the Tonkan 
Family’s ancient residence, which 
was given to tbe municipality to 
serve as a municipal centre and a 
museum. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


: King congratulates Yemen 

; AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
• cable to Yemeni President AH Abdullah Saleh congratul a t in g him 
'-on the 30tfa anniversary of the Sept. 26 Yemeni revolution. King 
_ Hussein wished Mr. Saleh continued good health and happiness 
and the Yemeni people further progress and prosperity. On the 
occasion, Yemeni ambassador to Jordan Abdullah Abu Lahhoum 
commended Jordaraan-Yemem relations, saying these relations 
were established on solid ground by King Hussein and Mr. Saleh. 
In a statement to the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. Abn 
Lahhoum' said bilateral relations between tbe two countries were 
witnessing continued progress, which will be reflected positively 
k on the Jordanian and Yemeni peoples. The Yemeni ambassador 

- 'praised the Sept. 26 revolution, describing it as a turning point in 

Yemen’s history. He said the revolution led the Yemeni people to 
-progress and prosperity. 

jArabiyat meets Al secretary general , 

. AMMAN (Petra ).— 7 Lower f&use of Parliament Speaker Abdul, 
latif Acabiyat Saturday met with Secretary General of Amnesty 
-international IariMartin and an accompanying delegation. Atgje 
*sscuag,Dr. Arabtyat praised Amnesty International's activities in 

■ finding facts and fighting for human rights. He stressed die 
needed to give citizens their freedoms. 

British delegation visits army HQ 

** 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Chairman of tbe Joint Chiefs of Staffs Field 
-Marshal Fathi Abn Taleb received Saturday at tbe Army General 
: Headquarters a delegation representing tbe British Royal College 
‘ for Defence Studies, beaded by tbe commander of die college. 

■ The meeting .eviewed the situation in die Middle East and scopes 
of bilateral cooperation. 

King Hussein, Prince Mohammad 
/bridges to close Monday 

-AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Public Security Department said only 

- 200 people will be allowed to cross tbe King Hussein and Prince 
.Mohammad bridges into tbe West Bank Sunday, saying the two 
-bridges over tbe Jordan River will be dosed at 9 a.m. The 
-department said the bridges will be dosed completely for traffic 

on Monday and Tuesday. It said traffic will be back to normal on 
the two bridges as of Wednesday morning. 

Customs on steel rods reduced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet decided to reduce customs duty 
on steel rods used in reinforced cement as of Saturday. Director 
. General of the Customs Department Mohammad Al Jamal said 
. tbe customs duty value was reduced from 10 per cent to one per 
cent so as to keep a sufficient supply for citizens in the local 
market at reasonable prices. 

. Gathering to discuss children’s rights 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 

■ Noor, tbe first Jordanian children’s dialogue on the children’s 
rights convention win be opened at the Royal Cultural Centre on 
Monday. A total of 150 children aged between 12-16 years are 
taking part in tbe four-day gathering, which is organised by 
human rights groups m Jordan. Representatives of these groups 
will bold a press conference Sunday morning at Hotel Jordan . 
International to outline the goals and objectives of tbe gathering. • 


Jordan receives $10 m 
loan from China 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
China Saturday signed an agree- 
ment that includes a $10-m3Iion 
interest-free loan to bdp finance 
educational and other projects in 
die Kingdom. 

The agreement was signed by 
visiting Deputy Chinese Minister 
of Communications Wanq Chan 
Yi and Minister of Industry and 
Trade Abdallah Ensoor in the 
presence of China’s Amhnsrador 
in Amman and several senior 
hfimstxy of Industry officials. 

Before tbe agoing ceremony, 
the two sides held a round of talks 
in which they reviewed 
Jordaman-Chinese cooperation, 
in a number of field.. 

China . recently granted46rdan 
nearly ^lp imQfoix loaq to baild 
die Al Hasan Sport^ Oty in 
XrbkL Another Chinese- loan is 
financing tbe purchase of con- 
sumer goods for die CSvfl Service 
Consumer Corporation’s markets 
and the construction of a national 
Hbrary. 

The visiting nmiMt official 
earlier Saturday met with Deputy 
Prime Minister and Transport 
Minister AH Sobeimat to review 


Jordanian -Chinese cooperation 
in a number of fields. 

Mr. Yi expressed his delight 
over “witnessing many achieve- 
ments in Jordan” and said his 
country was deeply satisfied with 
tbe level of political and econo- 
mic cooperation with the- King- 
dom. 

He said be will have talks with 
the Jordanian government on fu- 
ture cooperation in economic 
fields and on increasing the 
volume of trade between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Sobeimat expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation for China for 
its continued help to Jordan 
saying that the country seeks to 
xxn(>rove a balaxs^al ties. • 

■ Mr. Snhdmat expressed hope 
that an air transport agreement to 
.bfcrigned here by. the -Civil Avia- 
tion Authorities in China and 
Jordan would further bolster tri- 
lateral ties. 

He said Amman and .Beijing 
were holding contacts through 
the privates sectors in both coun- 
tries to cany out joint economic 
ventures and bolster trilateral 
trade. 


Meeting reviews results 
of Al Mashreq Project 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Twenty-five 
researchers and scientists from 
Jordan and four other Middle 
Eastern countries opened a three- 
day meeting in Amman Saturday; 
j^rcriew the results of the 

The International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in tbe Dry 
Areas (ICARDA). 

Dr. Mahmoud Dweiri, director 
of tbe Jordanian National Centre 
for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer, addressed 
the opening session re affirmin g 
Jordan’s keenness to increase 
cooperation with ICARDA to 
Arab and neighbouring nations to 
increase food production. 

ICARDA delegate Nasrat Fid- 
dab reviewed the organisation's 
plans and programmes in the 
region, referring to t be Mashreq 
Project. 

Delegates taking part in the 
Mashreq Project’s fourth meeting 
came from Syria, Iraq, Cyprus, 
Turkey and Jordan as well as 
ICARDA 


ICARDA office said in a state- 
ment here that the meeting was to 
review the results of activities 
conducted under the project dur- 
ing the 1991-92 agricultural sea- 
son. 

The statement said that the 
delegates will also discuss and 
develop a workplan that will be 
implemented during tbe 1992-93 
season in the three countries 
where the Mashreq Project is 
currently being implemented 
there are Jordan, Syria and Iraq. 

The project aims at improving 
bailey, forage and sheep produc- 
tion m the rainfall zones of tbe 
three countries, the statement 
said. 

ICARDA is admimstering tbe 
project and providing the needed 
technological data. The project is 
financed by the United- Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), and the Arab fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment. Tbe ICARDA statement 
said that the project, now in its 
third year, will last for five years. 


Tough UAE-Iran talks expected today 


.ran* 


v-i- 


(ConthroeAfrora page 1) 


group- 

‘ And even Iran's traditional 
ally, Syrian has taken a stand 
i against Tehran, while tbe UAE 
has rallied Arab League support. 
.. * ' On Saturday, UAE President 

Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan left Damascus after 
, 0 (P talks with Syrian President Hafez 
Ai Assad on the territorial dfe- 
■ - pute. Details of their dosed door 
r meeting were not disclosed. 

CRNA quoted Iranian Foreign 
Minister Alt Akhar Vflayati as 
! saying in New- York, where he is 
attending tbe U.N. General 
Assembly session, that be had 
■* (old Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa mat Tehran’s 
; policy over tbe issue of Abu Musa 
y remained unchanged. 

N r ; He made it dear that Sunday's 
’ talks would remove "the minor 
problems,” the agency added, the 
' agency added. 

- Damascus has long been 
' Tehran’s closest friend in the 


Arab World but it has s u pported 
tbe UAE in the dispute. Tbe 
Syrian foreign minister went to 
Tehran and urged that the row be 
settled through dialogue. 

Kuwait has expressed support for 
UAE in hs row with Iran and arid it 
hoped Tehran would abide by inter- 
national conventions for the peaceful 
resolution of disputes. 

“We have been following with 
grave concern the recent develop- 
ments, with all their ramifica- 
tions, in regard to Abu Mnsa 
island,” Kuwait’s Deputy Prime 
Minister mid Foreign Minister, 
Shdkh Salem Sabah Al Salem Al 
Sabah, said in a speech to tbe 
U.N. General Assembly. 

The Kuwaiti minister said re- 
cent developments would have a 
“direct impact cm regional peace 
and stability.” 

“Hence, we are all duty-bound 
to work towards averting their 
repercussions in order to preserve 
the good neighbourly relations 
we already have with the friendly 
Mamie Republic of Iran ” he 
continued. 


Russian sub ‘on its way to Iran’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

the whole region. 

On Friday, a senior Russian 
official, Leonid Pakhomov, was 
quoted by tbe ITAR-TASS news 
ageocy from Moscow as saying 
that the controversial sale would 
not go forward fear now because 
of a dispute over trade payments. 


“The question- of seffing Rus- 
sian diesd submarines to Tehran 
is not on the agenda now because 
of certain difficulties between 
Russia and Iran over payments 
for arms, technology and special 
equipment,” said Mr. Pakhomov, 


for arms. 


Iraq agrees to relief plan for Kurds 


(CanttmMd from page l). 

Two sources are being discus- 
sed: Iraqi bank accoants.abroad 
— which would consist mainly of 
proceeds from oil sales — and 
money owed Iraq for ofl deli- 
vered before the United Nations 
banned oil trade with Baghdad 
after tbe August 1990 invaaon of 
Kuwait. 

ft would be the first time the 
United Nations has seized a coun- 
try’s assets. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bernard Merimee predicted 
roughly $300 mflHon would be 


seized. Another Western diplo- 
mat pegged it at up to $1 billion. 

- Mr. Saleh, Iraq’s trade minis- 
ter, condemned U.S. efforts to 
push the resolution through tbe 
United Nations, and said tbe 
■money most be released to buy 
desperately needed food and 
medicine. 

“After its mifitaiy aggression, 
die United States is using this to 
destroy hnman lives in Iraq,” Mr. 
Salebraklatanewsconfereix^in 
Baghdad, “ft is a crime that will 
add tremendously to human suf- 
fering and chfldbood mortality. ” 


Tafileh resident 
walks 230-km 
to greet King 

AMMAN (Petra}' — A young 
man from Bseira in tbe Tafileh 
Governorate walked four days 
and sights, a distance of 230 
kilometres, to reach Amman 
from his hometown in order to 
meet with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein following his return from a 
successful surgery m tbe United 
States. 

Tbe man, Hamad Ismail Al 
Saoodi, 22, who was received by 
tbe King at the Royal Court 
Saturday noon, appeared with 
swollen feet and near exhaustion 
when fie arrived at the Royal 
Court from Bseira and said he 
had turned down offers for lifts 
by passing vehicles on the way. 

The King thanked Mr. Saoudi 
for his “great spirit and noble 
initiative” and praised bis efforts 
and endurance. 

Mr. Saoudi said that “it was' 
not too much to offer four days of 
sacrifice and hard walk for the 
King in return for bis four de- 
cades of relentless efforts to serve 
his people and the Arab Nation.” 

Mr. Saoudi had made a vow to 
cross the distance on foot, stop- 
ping only to eat or drink and to 
arrive at the Royal Court to offer 
his congratulations to the King on 
his safe return to Amman. 

A Royal Court official told the 
Jordan Times that Mr. Saoudi 
was later taken to a military clinic 
for treatment of his feet. He said 
Mr. Saoudi was in good condi- 
tion. 


France to explore 
joint ventures 
with private 
sector 

AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the Arab-French Chamber of 
Commerce Michel Habib-. 
Deloncle arrived in Amman 
Saturday and said that tbe cham- 
ber was “seriously considering 
tbe idea of launching joint econo- 
mic ventures with Jordan in a bid 
to further bolster bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation. 

Mr. Deloncle, who met with 
the President of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce Mohammad Asfour and 
chambers' members, said that 
France was showing increased 
“ in te re st in Jordan’s economic 
difficulties . w^nch . emerged a 
result of the Gulf crisis.” - - 

“Jordan was one. of tbe coun- 
tries worst affected by the Guff 
crisis which prompted the French 
government to extend a helping 
hand to the Kingdom, helping it 
to overcome the difficult cir- 
cumstances,” Mr. Delonde said. 

He said France launched a 
campaign to enlist the world com- 
munity's help to Jordan to help it 
find a way to deal with its econo- 
mic difficulties. 

The Arab-French Chamber of 
Co m merce, which was founded in 
1970 upon an initiative by Arab 
ambassadors in Paris, conducts 
promotion campaigns to market 
French and Arab goods and en- 
courages trade exchanges be- 
tween France and the Arab 
World. 

Mr. Asfour voiced Jordan’s 
appreciation for France’s con- 
tinned assistance to Jordan’s eco- 
nomy and for its continued drive 
to promote trade exchanges. 

The Jordanian private sector, 
he said, is interested in launching 
joint economic projects with 
French businessmen, hoping that 
the French ride would share in 
the jcrint capital and offer exper- 
tise and modern technology. 


Celebrations of King’s return continue 


AMMAN (Petra) — Popular ral- 
lies to celebrate His Majesty King 
Hussein’s retain home continued 
in various goveroorates Saturday. 

Towns and villages throughout 
tbe Balqa Governorate were de- 
corated and posters and flags 
were raised to wd-' 

come ffie King back. School chil- 
dren and scouts organised street 

processions. 

Similar festivals were held in 
Erbid where a festival of poetry 
recital and a paintings exhibition 
were organised at the main town- 
sball to celebrate the King's safe 
return borne. 

Saleh Hassan Salarach Satur- 
day started a walk from Irbid'to 
Amman in a show of joy over the 
King’s recovery. 

In Madaba, trade unions 
joined the local school children 
and representatives of private 
organisations in general festivi- 
ties; and in Zarqa, processions, 
public rallies and other activities 
were organised. 

Deputy Abdul Baqi Jammo 
addressed a rally in Zarqa saying 



University of Jordan students Saturday organise a rally to 
celebrate His Majesty King Hussein’s safe return home (Petra 
photo) 


that the “massive display of joy 
proved to the world that Jorda- 
nians maintain a strong national 
unity, and work behind their 
leader towards the fulfilment of 
national aspirations.” 

In Koura in northern Jordan 
and Tafileh and Aqaba in the 


south, various rallies were orga- 
nised and streets were bedecked 
with decorative signs in express- 
ion of joy. 

At the University of Jordan, 
students organised a huge rally, 
and national dances, dabkeh and 
songs were presented. 


Jordan qualified to lead regional efforts 
to promote human rights — AI head 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The London- 
based human rights organisation. 

Amnesty International (AI), be- 
lieves that Jordan is qualified to 
lead efforts designed to further 
enhance human rights principles 
because the country represents “a 
model in educational program- 
mes on human rights in the Mid- 
dle East,” according to Mr. Ian 
Martin, AI secretary general. 

Mr. Martin who was speaking 
at a meeting with Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Educ- 
tion Thouqan Al Hmdawi, voiced 
Amnesty Internationa] ’s appre- 
ciation of tbe support Jordan 
gives to his organisation, particu- 
larly the support from the Minis- 
try of Education. 

Mr. Hmdawi, was quoted by 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that Jordan was concerned 
with human rights issues and the 


Ministry of Education is giving 
due attention to human rights in 
its school curricula. 

During the meeting, 'the two 
sides reviewed prospects for 
promoting and expanding 
teaching of hnman rights to 
school children in Jordan. “Jor- 
dan’s general policies and those 
in education in particular are in 
line with the same principles and 
objectives advocated by Amnesty 
International, and this policy is 
manifested in Jordanian schools 
at large," Mr. HTndawi said. 

Earlier, Mr. Martin paid tri- 
bute to His Majesty King Hussein 
who, he said, leads a country that 
should serve as a good example 
for others in the field of human 
rights. 

Addressing a meeting for 
groups affiliated to Amnesty In- 
ternational in Jordan, Mr. Martin 


said that he was holding talks 
with Jordanian officials on a num- 
ber of questions related to 
Amnesty International opera- 
tions in Jordan and the region. 

Mr. 'Martin said that in 1990, 
tbe otyanisation ser up offices in 
Tunisia, Algeria and E$ypt, he’s 
said AI operates in Africa. Asia, 
Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and tbe former Soviet Union. 

Amnesty International is Eu. 
impartial, human rights organisa- 
tion that does not support or 
oppose any government or poli- 
tical system, nor does it support 
or oppose the views of prisoners 
whose rights it seeks to protect. It 
is concerned solely with the pro- 
tection of human rights involved 
in each case, regardless of the 
ideology of the government or 
the beliefs of the victim. 


18 groups await approval 
to set up AI branch 


. By Laney Safisbnry 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Eighteen Jordanian 
hufnan jigbts groups expect offi- 
cial approval “in a few days” to 
consolidate under the umbrella of 
Amnesty International (AI), 
joining a shortlist of Al Branches 
operating in Arab World, a hu- 
man rights activist said late Fri- 
day night 

Asraa Khader, speaking after a 
meeting of Jordanian activists 
and AI headquarter representa- 
tives, said an application for legal 
registration as an AI branch was 
sent to the Interior Ministry two 
weeks ago and a reply is expected 
soon. 

The branch will consolidate 18 
human rights groups, which now 
have their own direct relationship 
with the London-based non- 
government organisation, the 
largest in the world. 

The Arab Organisation for Ho- 
man Rights and tbe Public Free- 
dom Committee, both estab- 
lished following democratic re- 
forms begun in the country in 
1989, are not among the 18 
groups. 

The branch will be one of few 
in the Arab World, including 
those in Tu n isia, Egypt Algeria 
and Sudan. Algeria’s branch 


however, has been rendered in- 
effective since a government 
crackdown on Islamic .fun- 
damentalists earlier this year, and 
work has temporarily stoppedSn 
Sudan. 

“The time is now suitable” for 
opening up a branch, Mrs. Khad- 
er said. 

Before registering with Lon- 
don, Jordan needed at least two 
human rights groups with active 
members. Under Al charter, 
offices are banned from monitor- 
ing human rights in their home 
countries to ensure freedom from 
bias and government interfer- 
ence. 

Mra. Khader said tbe branch, 
which has not yet chosen a presi- 
dent, will monitor countries worl- 
dwide, including the Middle East 
wide, including the Middle East. 
The branch will pressure govern- 
ments that violate the Universal 
Declaration of Homan Rights by 
writing letters or asking the 
Jordaman government to press- 
ure officials of other countries. 

“Tbe benefits of being Amnes- 
ty International is that it is a 
strong movement, well accepted 
in the world. It is well known, has 
credibility and its opinions are 
heard worldwide,” Mrs. Khader 
said. 


At least one Jordanian human 
rights activist, however, express- 
ed scepticism about the effective- 
ness of a Jordanian AI braneb.- 

“In ihe past few years; Aitmes-> 
ty International has been focusing 
more on the Middle East, pub- 
lishing more reports. But I don’t 
think the group will get the re- 
sponse needed from Jordan to 
change Arab regimes. From my 
experience, many groups don't 
act democratically, focusing on 
issues and areas of personal con- 
cern.” the activist told the Jordan 
Times. 

So far, the branch has 250 
members, expected to increase to . 
several thousand following a 
membership drive scheduled to 
begin Monday. 

“Jordan is very important for 
human rights throughout tbe re- 
gion and throughout the world. ■ 
Active Amnesty International 
membership is part of this exam- 
ple,” Al Secretary General Ian 
Martin said. 

“The future of human rights is 
not about powerful governments 
in the North monitoring human 
rights performance of other gov- 
ernments in tbe South. It is about 
the commitment of all countries' 
and cultures and people,” be 
said. 


Jordan, Egypt discuss 
maritime transport 


AQABA (P-etra) — Jordan and 
Egypt have held talks in the 
Egyptian dty of Alexandria to 
review transport operations be- 
tween Aqaba and Nweibefa ports. 

The talks were conducted by 
Director General of the Ports 
Corporation Dureid Mahasneh 
and Egyptian Under Secretary of 
the Ministry of Maritime Trans- 
port Ham Husm. 

• Tbe two rides reviewed trans- 
portation finalities offered to the 
Muslim pilgrims to Mecca in 
1992, prospects for raising the 
standard of feny services to cope 
with the growing number of visi- 
tors and passengers and other 
relevant matters. 

Agreement was readied on the 
amendment of the tariffs imposed 


for port services in view of the 
rising cost of operational costs 
and the increased investments to 
improve port facilities on both 
sides, according to Dr. Maha- 
saneh. He said the two rides 
agreed on retaining the same 
charges for transporting passen- 
gers and their cars either way. 

Dr. Mahasneb said (bat Jordan 
has requested that an Egyptian 
firm conduct a feasibility study 
for the construction of a passen- 
ger station at the port of Aqaba. 

He said the two sides agreed to 
bold periocfic meetings between 
officials -from the two sides at 
Nwdbeh and Aqaba to promote 
cooperation in maritime trans- 
port operations. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Exhflritioiis 

tir Krfwfwrinan entitled “A Dialogue in Expression” — works on 
paper by Naz Ikramultah, NabBa ffife -1 and Pmfi Tabaa at the 
National Gaflery, Jakal LuweUM Park- 

☆ iMiftMiw entitled “The Horizon” by Artist Qaseea Al Sarab- 
and Najah Al RabH at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by Tnridsh ratist Sabahat at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

-ft- Exhibttioii of scnlptare and enamel oa copper by Moustafe Afi 
and Shrea Mafia at Bahdaa Art Galery. 

*- Exlubition of painting* by Mohammed Min, Mnffia AI 
Tan&ria and Mohammad Mdws at Phoenix Gallery. 


ESCWA to mark end of 
decade for the disabled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United' 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Aida 
(ESCWA) is Organising cultural 
activities to mark the end of the 
United Nations Decade of Dis- 
abled Persons. 

The “Cultural Event for Dis- 
abled Persons in ESCWA Re- 
gion” will be organised between 
Oct 17-18 in cooperation with 
the United Nations Centre for 
Social Development and Human 
Affairs, the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, the Executive Coun- 
cil of tbe General Union for 
Voluntary Societies, the Jordan 
Sports Federation for the Hand- 
icapped and the Ministry of So- 
cial Development. 

Tbe event, which will take 
place at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (RCC), win “provide a place 
for disabled persons to demons- 
trate their capabilities and 
creativity," an ESCWA press re- 
lease said Saturday. 

The activities will also provide 
a forum for disabled people as 
well as regional and international 
experts to discuss and exchange 
information on issues related to 
disability and evaluate the imple- 
mentation of the World Program- 
me of Action in the ESCWA 
Region. Hie event will also aim 
to develop a regional long-term 
strategy for dealing with issues of 
concern to the disabled, accord- 
ing to the press release. 

“Tbe general objective of tbe 


event is to promote public aware- 
ness of the capabilities of disabled , 
persons and their needs for in- 
tegration into all aspects of life,” ' 
said the release. 

It said participants at the activi- ; 
ties wifi hope to strengthen coor- ' 
dination among non- 
governmental organisations deal- ’ 
ing with the disabled and review | 
legislation on their rights. 

The Ministry of Social De-I 
velopment Saturday issued a; 
statement saying that it currently ; 
runs IS centres and schools for • 
the benefit of disabled and hand- 
icapped persons, offering them; 
special education and training 1 
skills. ’ 

In addition, the ministry said it! 
operates 22 classes for children; 
with hearing problems and men-^ 
tal disabilities in cooperation with . 
the General Union of Voluntary! 
Societies (GUVS). ’. 

Disabled people between the; 
ages of 14 to 40 are accepted at! 
these centres, said the ministry! 
statement ! 

The ministry also operates two^ 
special vocational centres for thei 
handicapped persons, accommo -1 
dating 160 males and 78 females' 
“to allow them the opportonity to; 
become useful citizens in their! 
community,” the statement said.; 

The ministry is also pfenning to| 
develop and expand the Al Noon 
Rehabilitation Centre in Amman, 
which offers training and services 
to 135 handicapped children . 
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Space for expansion 


WASHINGTON APPEARS to rule out for the time being 
any expansion in the membership of the U.N. Security 
Council on the pretext that the process of expansion is a 
complicated one that needs more time- Acting Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagleburger said so m so many words 
Friday on the fringes of the ongoing session of the U.N. 
General Assembly. “Security Council reform,” Eagtebnr- 
ger explained, “is something the United States would 
pertamly be prepared to consider, but the fact of the matte - 
is when you try then to analyse bow you do it, what changes 
would (have to) be made, it gets to be vary Very compli- 
cated.” 

This statement amplifies the U.S.’ posture oa the repeated 
jails for democratisation of the Security Council and other 
principal organs of the U.N. system. In this sense at least, it 
is a big disappointment not only for Japan and Germany 
which have openly joined the chorus of nations mlHng for 
reforming the cmmciPs membership, but for the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM) as well. Indonesian President 
Suharto specifically raised the point about the pressing need 
for reforming the U.N. when, in a speech Thursday to toe 
General Assembly on behalf of the member states of NAM, 
he warned that tbe Third World can no longer tolerate being 
kept at a distance from the international policy dedshm- 
making process and insisted mi more equitable representa- 
tion in toe main U.N. bodies such as the Security Council. 
Suharto even hinted that unrepresented nations of the world 
may consider accepting permanent membership in the 
council without enjoying veto powers on par with the major 
countries of the new world. 

No one wishes to take issue with the U-S. subndsaou Hint 
Texpamfing the Security Council is a complicated process 
because it is. What causes concern, among the reform 
seekers, however, is the_ i U.S. proposition that because the 
changes called for are. complicated /they may be shelved 
inde&nltelyr 


But tiie process need"not be socbmpficafed after all. 
•Amending tbe U.N. Charter on the council membership 


merely requires consensus by the U-N. members. Such 
consensus is already there and all it needs is codifying 
through a formal act of the General Assembly. Only the 
U.S. seems to be openly opposed to U.N. reformation. 
Possibly Paris, Loudon and Peking Would too view any 
changes as troublesome. If this is indeed the case their 
reasons would be obvious: They have a vested interest in 
maintaining the status quo. 

Surely no one would expect the current permanent 
members of tbe council to relinquish power or to share it 
with other nations. But the moment has arrived when the 
new realities in the world should be taken into account 
democratically in order to shape the future of the interna- 
tional organisation. It so happens that the existing composi- 
tion of the Security Council in particular reflects mi 
outdated power structure going back to toe end of World 
War II. It has become an imbalance which must end. To do 
this, Washington and its silent partners must yield to the 
increasing calls for reformation within at least the main 
body of the U.N. dealing with international peace mid 
security. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Saturday commented on tbe end of the sixth round of 
Arab-Israeli talks in Washington, noting that they achieved 
nothing for the Arabs but helped Israel’s propaganda campaign 
worldwide. The Israelis have succeeded in misleading the world 
by appearing that they are inclined towards peace and that they 
are still determined to pursue tbe talks with foe Arabs to achieve 
that goal. The Arabs realise that nothing has been achieved and 
no progress was made in the talks, contrary to what the Israeli 
side has been claiming; they also realise that the Israelis have 
never been inclined to make peace with tbe Arabs on foe bash of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, said foe daily. On the other 
hand, the United States, which is supposed to be sponsoring 
successful talks in Washington, seems to be indifferent as to 
.whether such talks achieve progress or not, the paper added. It is 
enough for foe.U.S. administration if the are continuing so 
that tbe Bush campaign for foe presidency can get momentum, it 
pointed out. Tbe seventh round of talks, due to start on Oct. 21, is 
not expected to bring about any progress either unless Washing- 
ton moves fast to force Israel to implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 that can goaranteee stability and security 
for foe region, foe paper said. Other than a dear commitment on 
the part of the U.S. -Israeli alliance to ensure foe implementation' 

of these resolutions, added the paper, all tbe talks and tbe 
■discussions can only serve to fuel Israel's manoeuvers and of 
deception directed at foe world community and foe Arab Nation. 


.FROM NOW until Oct. 21, the date of the seventh round of 
.-Arab-Israeli talks, the Israelis are expected to be active to further 
. improve their image, and there is no alternative for the Arab side 
but to take pr o mpt action too, said Saleh AI Qailab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour daily, Saturday. During toe coming month, toe 
! Arab parties ought to take some steps not only to thwart Israel’s 
; aim of disrupting the unity of ranks among them, but also to 

* confront any unfavourable ideas that toe Rabin government 

* might come up with m the coming round, said tbe writer. It is 

■ dear to ail now that Israel .is trying to attain a separate peace 
treaty with Syria over toe Golan Heights and it is dear that the 
Israeli bid is winning the American blessings, said the writer. He 

'. said that Syria is demanding a foil withdrawal from the Golan in 
■. exchange for full peace with Israel. On toe whole, and whether 
Israel is going to respond favourably to the Syrian proposal or 
not, nothing should stop the Arabs from bolstering them united 
stand on afl fronts and nothing should deter the Arabs from 
de m and ing a frill Israeli withdrawal and a comprehensive peace, 
the writer said. The Arab parties, be said, should utilise die 
coming month for further strengthening their position, as they 
face a very decisive phase in the talks. The writer said that no time 
- should be lost and all efforts must be exerted towards protecting 

■ pan-Arab interests. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


ByDr.FflbedAIFanek 


What impact the adjustment programme? 


What was dm impact of the economic structural adjustment 
programmes prescribed by the International Monetary Fund 
UMF) to reform the national economies of devetoping countries 
that reached the point of crisis and failed to meet their contractual 
obligations due to heavy indebtedness? 

There is no one agreed answer to tins question- There are 
countries which applied the p rogra mm e and achieved good 
results, while other countries tried, or pretended to tty the 
application of the programme but foiled to get anywhere. The 
degree of success varies considerably from one country to another. 

ft is legitimate therefore for some analysts to argue that the 
good results achieved by die Jordanian economy in every respect 
during the past 12 months were made possible only through the 
strict adherence to toe adjustment programm e. However, it is 
equally legitimate for other analysts to cart doubt over tins 
outcome, and claim that the Jordanian, economy would have 
achieved all these results or even more anyway, without tbe 


than c e rt ain ; as the results were mixed. 

Tn tiie pa rticular case of the Jordanian economy we find 
impressive results in almost all areas, especiall y the b alance of 
payment and cu rrent account, tbe central government's budget* 
the stepping up of exports, the s uppr e ss ion of inflation, tiie 
relatively good growth in tiie gross domestic jmxtoct, and the 
mo m ent um of new investments which resulted m a reduction in 
the rate of unemptoymenL 

As my readers know, I am one of toe strong supporters of the 
economic adjustment p rogra m me, in the open. Yet, I do not 


programme. 

International comparative studies established that countries 
applying the adjustment p rog ram me usually met success iu tbe 
area of balance of payments, reduction of deficit in tbe current 
account and narrowing the deficit in toe budget. The results 
concerning economic growth and reduction of inflation were less 


dawn that &Q the above accomplishments of tiie Jordanian 
economy could be solely attributed to tbe application of tite f 
programme. There is no doubt in my mind that die programme 
unp rov e d die situation and enhanced public confidence, a 
pre r eq ui site for kmg term investments, but there are other factors 
that helped the Jordanian economy, at least in the short run. 
Prominent among these favourable factors are our expatriates 
who were expelled from Kuwait and brought home with them all 
tfatir experience, knowhow, dynamism ana part of their savings in 
foreign exchange. The generou s foreign aid in tire form of grants 
from Germany and soft loans from Japan could not be ignored, as 
cannot be fo rgotte n tbe Iraqi crude ofl supplied to Jordan at 
concessional prices and without any cash pay ment. Thus the 


conrtruction boom now in progress led the economy to prosperity 

Secritte of the economic adjustment .*^“2 

convinced that the programme 
achieving all these results, winch exceeded the 
tio^toen at least they should admit that the ado P“®j{f ^ 
programme did not hinder the excellent ^oiman re , growto^ 
JreaBon of jobs. It did not starve the people, spread pove^ or 
increase tire burden on the people beyond their capaaty to take . 

We can, and perhaps should, differ on tbe programme, or parts 
of its policies and measures, or lack of therm Howe ver, w e cam 


matter, on the feet that toe performance b muo. ^ 

optimists predicted, and that tins suocess took place under the mil 
anaheatioo of the programme. 

f the critics of toe programme deny tbe programme any ^credit 


foffoe acconmlishmen^'at toast they should admit that it helped 
Jordan fact the external indebtedness crisis and enhanced the 


4 UIUWI im» UIW MMWI — , ■ 

flow of f oreign aid without hurting the prospects for economic 
growth, cansmg inflation or preventing the alleviation of toe 
tnffiwing of tiie poor by means other than direct subsidies across 
die board. 


Does Bush have anything Nothing seems to work 


to gain in debates? 


By Laurence McQuillan 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bush’s reluctance to debate Bill 
Clinton on any terms but his own 
masks some serious doubts 
among Mr. Bush strategists as to 
whether the president should de- 
bate at all. 

*Tm not going to tot this new 
man set tbe terms,” Mr. Bush 
said m a recent talk-show inter- 
view. 

Tbe Bosh campaign has snub- 
bed both proposals from a bipar- 
tisan presidential commission on 
debates, one calling for a flirt 
debate this past Tuesday m East 
Lansing, Mich., and a revised call 
for one next week in Louisville, 
KY. 

Mr. Clinton accepted both 
offers. Bnt die Bosh camp re- 
jected tbe flirt — insisting that 
the forum and dates should be 
negotiated tty the two campaigns, 
not set by third parties — and it is 
sticking to that position. 

The original proposal called for 
three presidential debates run by 
a single moderator. Mr. Bush 
wants. to keep the format that has 
prevailed throughout televised 
presidential debates, with a panel 
of journalists asking questions. 

The Bush camp also wants two 
presidential debates at most — 
and with less than six weeks 
remaining until election day, time 
is growing tight for even that 
many. Incumbents usually avoid 
contests in the last week or so for 
fear there would be no time to 
recover from a major gaffe or a 
defeat. 

‘Tin no professional Oxford 
debater,” Mr. Bush said in tbe 
talk-show interview, a Slide re- 
ference to tbe fact that Mr. Clin- 
ton was a Rhodes scholar at 
Oxford University. 

“But I’ve debated, held my 
own reasonably well,” said Mr. 
Bush, who never mentions in 
these claims of humble disadvan- 
tage that he'himself is a Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of Yale and an 
alumnus of an elite New England 
prep school. 

“I don’t think I'm a great 
professional at it, but I want a 
debate.”' 

His professed desire to stand 
up to his Democratic challenger, 
however, masks a serious internal 
debate among his closest advis- 
ees, some of whom believe arty 
televised debate with Mr. Clinton 
will only bairn tire incumbent. . 

Mr. Bush strategists believe 
their man, trailing the Arkansas 
governor by double digits in most 
public opinion polls, still holds an 
edge in what they caO “the sta- 
ture gap.” 

“Once Bush and Clinton get on 
tire same stage, they become 
equals,” said one administration 
official who spoke on condition 
be not be identified. “If we give 
up something, we need to be able 
to get something bade.” 


One campaign official said the 
debate manoeuvres (Greeted by 
White House Chief of Staff Junes 
Baker have bought time for the 
White House to decide whether 
they should be held at all. 

“If we can turn this (campaign) 
around, (debates) would serve no 
purpose.” this official said — 
although he acknowledged there 
has been no turn-around so far. 

The latest ABC- Washington 
Post poll showed Mir. Clinton 
widening his lead over Mr. Bush 
to 58-to37 per cent. 

Several key strategists, howev- 
er, believe that even with Mr. 
Bush trailing there is tittle for him 
to gain from a debate, unless Mr. 
Clinton was to make a major 
gaffe in the high-pressure, tele- 
vised encounter sure to be watch- 
ed by tens of motions. 


Reagan campaign’s debate nego- 
tiator was none other than James 
Baker. 

In 1984 and 1988. with Mr. 
Baker also negotiating. Republi- 
cans Reagan and Bush made sore 
they got two debates, but no 
more, and with a time cushion 
before election day just in case. 

What all of that illustrates is 
that masters of debate politics, 
.like Mr. Baker, tailor their 
strategy carefully to suit the poli- 
tical needs of their candidate and 
tbe situation. 

This year, the Bosh strategy 


for embattled president 


By Terence Hunt 

Tbe Associated Press 


WASHINGTON. — President 
Bush has brought back his old 
political team. He’s tried new 
tinea of attack. Bnt nothing seems 
to work. Hie seems stock m a rut, 
unable to stir fears about B31 
Clinton or create optimism about 
four more years of Republican 
rule. 

One mon t h after the Rep ubli- 
can conve n tion that was supposed 


did for George Bush." 

While Mr. Ctinton has scored 
points by hamm e ri n g Mr. Bush 
on the sad state of the economy, 
tire president has not gotten much 
payback from his attacks on Mr. 

niinail a um nf fka ilaufl 


doesn’t, 


Qmton’s avoidance of die draft 
during the Vietnam war. 

Infect, Mr. Bush can’t seem to 
decide bow hard to press the 
so-called character issue. Some 
days be says that Mr. Ctinton 
hasn’t told the truth about the 
draft while other days he says that 


point where he really 
care” about winning. 

Id the month since James Bak - 
er took over as chief of staff,' 
there have been some marked 
impr ovements in Mr. Bush’s cam- 


“Once Bush and 
Clinton get on the 


same stage, they., 
become equals. If 
we give np some- 
thing, we need to 
be able to get 
something back.” 


But the governor has thus for 
come across as a smooth public 
performer, and a major debate 
gaffe on his part is something 
even Republican loyalists consid- 
er unlikely. 

Which takes tire Bush camp 
bade to square one. 

“There are some who argue 
that we have nothing to gain and 
everything to lose,” said one offi- 
cial. “So why do it?” 

When John Kennedy debated 
Richard Nixon in tbe first tele- 
vised debates in 1960, those ex- 
changes clearly elevated the 
lesser-known Kennedy’s stature, 
erased Mr. Nixon’s mystique of 
experienced superiority and 
helped Mr. Kennedy win the 
election. 

In 1980, Americans were disen- 
chanted with President Jimmy 
Carter’s four yean in tire White . 
House, a time marked by high 
inflation and economic woes. At 
tbe same time, they harboured 
doubts about challenger Ronald 
Reagan. 

According to polls taken dur- 
ing that campaign, many voters' 
shifted to Mr. Reagan after the. 
lone campaign debate, in which 
Mr. Reagan not only held his own 
but got the advantage over Mr. 
Carter with such shots as his 
famous - summary question to the 
voters: “Are you better off than 
you were four years ago?” 

Thai debate occurred just one 
week before election day. The 
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has been to raise doubts about 
Mr. Ctintou On •everything from 
his efforts to avoid tbe Vietnam- 
era draft to his willingness to raise 
taxes. 

Mr. Bush’s advisers worry that 
a strong debate by Mr. Clinton 
could undermine that strategy. 
“People already know George 
Bush,” said one Republican. 
“Why should we help Bin Cfin- 
ton? 


to launch his comeback cam- 
paign, an embattled. Bush .con- 
tinues to lag behind his Democra- 
tic rival by anywhere from 10 to 
20 points. 

“We have tittle ups and downs - 
in the polk but basically Ctinton 
has kept his. lead,” said Andrew 
Kohut, director of surveys for tbe 
Ton es Mi nor Centre. “People 
are expressing as stmng 
support for Bui Ctinton is they. 


he doesn’t want to talk about it, 
that it’s simply a matter for voters 
to decide . 

“He (Bush) not only doesn’t 
have a vision for America, he 
doesn’t have a vision for getting 
elected,” said Lyn Nofziger, who 
was White House political direc- 
tor for Ronald Reagan. “They’re 
mmnwg out of tune if they ha- 
ven’t already. My feefing is, 
George Bush has readied the 


Bush has sharpened the 
debate on di ffe re n ces with Mr. - 
Clinton, particularly on taxes,' 
?md has begun to focus on Arfcan- . 
sas’ bottom-dwelling ranking in 
many economic areas. 

The president has finally" 
addressed the “vision” question, 
defining a rationale for a second 
term based on an agenda of free' - 
enterprise, lower taxes and less 
government. , 

The indecision that plagued ; 
Mr. Bosh’s campaign has been ■ 
replaced with a dear line of an- I 
thority emanating from Mr. Bak- ; 
er. Campaign money is being ■ 
spent more wisely, officials say. I 
Mr. Bush has doled out favours, ; 
promises and tax breaks to for-'- 
mers, defence employees, dis- 
placed workers, businessmen and ; 
average taxpayers — although ■ 
hqSg been fuzzy about how to pay 
for. everything.-^ ‘ 

But the 'mirirje 'that Repnbh- - 
ca^hoped for hasn’t material- ! 

“We’ve stabilised and laid tiie • 
groundwork for a possible break- 
through,” one senior White ; 
House official said. But the offi-~ 
dal added, “it’s not dear that 
well be able to make the break- 
through. We need to change the' - 
dynamic or the psychology of tins 
camga^pi in the next couple of - 

Republican strategist Eddie 
Mahe said that while the cam- 
paign and White House are oper- 
ating better, “it hasn’t had any., 
impact yet” 

°Tm not sure I can recall when 
an incumbent was reelected — if. 
ever — in a deteri ora ting cco- . 
nomy and that’s what they’re 
fr ying t o do. If they were running 
against anybody but Ctinton 1. 
don’t think they’d have a shot.” , 

Mr. Bush’s campaign press 
secretary Tone Clarke said the 
polk “ranged from 15 to 30 points 
(in Mr. Cnntou’s favour) at tbe 
convention. Now they’re five to 
IS po ints. ...Those are very good, 
numbers for ns right now. 

. There has been some discus-' 
skm of a pre-election announce-' 
meat of personnel change for a 
second term, a step aimed at 
showing that a Bosh administra- 
tion would have new ideas and 
fresh energy. 

Officials most likely to be re- 
placed are Treasury Secretary. 
Nicholas Brady and budget: 
Director Richard Darman, who: 
have foiled to produce a success- 
ful strategy for reviving the eco- 
nomy* and Veterans Secretary 
Edw ard Derwinski, whose tow 
standing among v ete rans groups 
helped cost Mr. Bush the en- 
dorsement Of tbe 22. million- , 
member Veterans of Foreign. 
Wars. 


Romanian poll a chance to ditch or keep communists 


By Peter Humphrey 
Renter 


BUCHAREST — Romanians 
vote in a general election today 
givin g them a chance tO ditch OT 
retain communist leaders who 
survived the convulsions of tiie 
December 1989 revolution. 

In two months of campaigning 
one issue has towered above all 
others in the twin battle for 
Romania’s presidency and parlia- 
ment — will Ro manians k eep 
President Ion meson, a veteran 
communist, or wfli they throw 
him out of office? - 

Mr. Ihescu has become such a 
powerful symbol of the remnant s 
of the communist system that the 
United States Congress derided 
on Thursday to postpone a vote 
on trade privileges for Romania 
until after the elections. 

“The parties involved in tiie 
election form twp blocs — for Ion 


Ifiescu and against Ion ffiescu,” 
’said political analyst Ion Cristina, 
chief editor of Romania’s top 
ne ws pap er Evenxmeatol Zild. 

“uescu’s shadow loom s over 
tiie whole election campaign." 

Pro-Ifiescn parties are mainly 
socialist or nationalist. 

Romania’s 23 million people 
lurched awkwardly into muiti- 
pa tty democracy and the free 
market almost three years ago in 
the bloody uprising in which Sta- 
hoist dictator Nicolse Oamcsca 
was deposed and shoe dead by 
firing squad. 


some 20,000 coahnioen for a 
crackdown against anti-govern- 
ment demonstrators in. 
Bucharest, leaving six dead. 

The ensuing doubts about Ins 
democratic pedigree became a 
nnSstone on Romania’s neck 

making ft hart to borrow abroad. 

The weekend elections might 
be the last chance for the next 
four years — the mandate period 
for tbe presidency and the bi- 
cameral parliament — to change' 
the situation. 


NSF Party and pro-Ibescu coro- 
nmsMts defecting from the front to 
form their own conservative 
Democratic National Salvation 
Front (DNSF) Party. 

- The opposition landscape has 
also changed drastically. 

What was once a disparate 
mass of many tiny parties has 
managed to turn itself into a 
credible alliance. 


would be necessary because of a 
m andatory 50 per cent r eq ui red 
for absolute victory. 

This would be a major advance 
from March when foe DC won 
about a fluid of the nation's votes 
in local gover nm ent polls. 

But a number of other foze- 



castshave put Mr. Ifiescu ahead. 
"The formation of a coafition 


But Mr. Ifiescu and other once* 
prominent communists took con- 
trol of the presidency and the new 
parliament, they deeply pene- 
trated the new ruling party, tbe 
National Salvation 
and they renamed i 
tiie bureaucracy. 

In June 1990, Mr. Ifiescu used 


Twoyeare ago Mr.Ifiesco and 
the NSF were eketetf with land- 
slide majorities in the 
atmosphere after tiie revt 

■ aI t J 



in winch they had e m e r ged as 
erstwhile heroes. 

Today the seismic plates at 
Romanian politics have shifted 
dramatically. The NSF broke in 
two last Mach with ex-PTemier 
Fetre Roman heading a reformist 


The new force, the centrist 
Democratic Convention (DC), 
was tipped in the latest opinion 
poll, before campaigning, ended 
on Thursday, to wm the largest 
Mock of seats in pariimnent with 
44 per cent of the votes. 

The convention’s presidential 
canffidate, Bucharest University 
Rector Emil Gonstaxnmescfo- was 
predicted to win the ptWHdnntral . 
ballot with 48 per cent against 26 
per cent for Mr. Ifiescu, but. in 
mat case a second round run-off 


government seems more compli- 
cated now" retired pofitiaanSfl- 
vin Brncan sod in an interview' 
printed in the n e w spaper Iiber- 
tatea tins weft. 


tton prime minister," Mr. Brocan 
said. 

„ officially ended 
: on Thursday with, a 
d eb ate between the as 
presidential candidates in which 
Mr. Ifiescu defended bis com- 
mzmrt career and claimed to 
have, o pposed Ceansescu’s ex- 
tremist polities. 


Noting die 
votes expect 
Mr. Brocan -raid 


share of 
DNSF, 
it would be 


difficult to form a homo ge n eous 
government by any combination 
a parties in the new paxtianieuL- 
One may anticipate a power- 
sharing; formula with Ifiescu as 
pretidret .and a coafition govern- 
ment with a Democratic CouYen- 


Some 16 zmlfion Roma 
are entitled to vote on Sundj 
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“gn, 7 »500 observers inch 
350 from abroad vriQ momtu 
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World Tourism Day — occasion to reflect on 
industry’s effect on our economic, cultural lives 

‘Tourism — a factor of growing social and economic solidarity and of encounter between peoples’ 


k 


. By ( ’Lam1ce JBQass 

JORDAN JOINS the rest' of the 
world today in celebrating World 
Tourism; Day. And althou gh the 
date for the celebration of this 
occasion is fixed, falling as it does 
each year on September 27, the 
motto under which the celebra- 
tion take place changes from year 
to year. ‘ 

Last year, 1991, for example. 
World Tourism Day was marked 
by countries around the world 
under the theme “Communica- 
tion, Information and Education 
— Powerlines of Tourism De- 
velopment." That was an im- 
pressive and meaningful topic in- 
deed, for it has been established 


without any. doubt that media 
coverage of issaes relating to 
education and information on 
tourism, embraces the broad and 
global concerns of countries for 
the preservation of their* cultural" 
heritage, the environment and 
the involvement of human re- 
sources. 

Ground rules, therefore, for 
the establishment of the rela- 
tkmshrps between the media — 
power&Ks of communication — 
and die societies they cover, 
should register a significant con- 
tribution to the process of tour- 
ism development and nation- 

bnilding. 

This year. World Tourism Day 
carries a new and dynamic mes- 


sage: ‘Tourism a Factor of Grow- 
ing Social and Economic Solidar- 
ity and . of Encounter Between 
Peoples." 

Indeed travel fosters awareness 
of the smallness of our planet, 
heightens consciousness of 
earth’s finite resources and cre- 
ates a feeling of solidarity among 
peoples of the world. 

Tourism also is a product of 
people's natural curiosity, their 
desire for recreation, their in- 
terest to see how othere drink and 
live. It is rooted 'deep in the 
hnman spirit as a universal aspira- 
tion, and is a catalyst of dialogue, 
understanding and solidarity. 

Thus, awareness of the true 
and human dim en sion of tourism. 


the direct and positive effects on 
die social, economic and cultural 
aspects of people’s lives; the rec- 
ognition of its role as an appropri- 
ate instrument for improving the 
quality of their lives, bringing 
toon closer together and conse- 
quently strengthening interna- 
tional understanding, solidarity 
and .cooperation should be 


Tourism and the environment 


The inter est of tourism in the 
environment can be expressed in 
three pro p os i tions: 

1) Travel promotes environ- 
mental awareness; 

2) Well-organised tourism is a 
good friend of the en v ir o nm ent; 
and 

3) A successful tourism indus- 
try needs a high quality environ- 
ment. 

The reader may wish to be 
aware of the envirnmm fflitiil im- 
pacts and the key benefits off 
travel and tourism for the en- 
viioum eat. 

Summary of imparts! 

— (Twanging land-use pattern* 
and consequent change* in Mfllft. 


gical systems, Le. loss of open 
j, wild life habitats, flora/ 


. — Emissions, fitter, sewage, 
hazardous and other waste pro- 
ducts. 

— Pressure on heritage and 
other cultural and natural re- 
sources from visitor numbers. 

— Uniformity of structures and 
braidings and lack of respect for 
architectural harmony and local 
materials. 

ive pressure from 


travel and'toorifaitasiQesses for 
scarce local resources and infras- 
tructure such as transport finali- 
ties, water and other utilities. 

— Undernrinmg of cafomtl 
practices and traditions. 


Did you know? 

Travel and Tourism 


— Is the world’s largest in- 
dustry, bigger than agriculture, 
antes or steel? 

— Generates more than'EF;' 
trillion of GNP, 5.S per cent of " 
total , world output? ,1— 

— Employs 130 million ml£n‘‘ w 
and women, 1 in 14 workers in 


the world? 

— Accounts for 12 per cent 
of consumer spending, the 
hugest <*‘-\p^ T »ditnm after food? 

— Provides 7.5 per cent of 
world capital investment, more 
than $400 billion a year? 


World Travel & Tourism Council 


Judge rejects request against 
suit against tear-gas makers 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — A feder- 
al judge declined Friday to dis- 
miss a lawsuit against a tear-gas 
maker by the survivors of nine 
Palestinians killed in the occupied 
territories. 

U.S. District Court Judge WU- 
fiam Standfah said the U.S. Stale 
Dep ar tment’s policy of allowing 
tear-gas sales to Israel tfid not 
negate the duty of Federal Labor- 
atories Inc. of Saltsburg to ensure 
its product was used safely. 

He also rejected the company’s 
argument that liability law does 
not apply to a dangerous product 
such as tear-gas, wbkh is classi- 
fied as ammunition. 

“Just because the sale was to 
the military, that dries not shield 
the company,” Mr. Standish told 
company attorney Carolyn bran- . 
thoover. 

The lawsuit, filed Dec. 19 in 
Pittsburgh, contends Federal 
Laboratories and its parent com- 
pany, Transtechnology Corpora- 
tion of California, are liable for 
the of four men and five 

women who died from January 
1990 to May 1991 after being 
by Israeli security forces. 

Each <rf the more than 60 plain- 
tiffs is seeking more than $50,000 
in damages. 

The suit says the company was 
negligent in dealing with Israel 
because executives knew the- 
Israeli military’s misuse of tear- 
gas had caused civilian deaths. 

The lawsuit also says the pro- 
duct was defective because it 
caused not only discomfort but 
death, and that the company 
faile d to wars Israel about the 
defect. 

. After the judge’s ruling, Ghazi 
Essawi, 52, told reporters his 
68-ytarold mother, Fatima, was 
watching television in her Jeru- 
salem home, when tear-gas made . 
by Federal Laboratories hit out- 
ride her open window. She died, 
after inhaling the gas, he said. 

“I hope the American sense of 
justice wifi make sure that my 
mother, did not die in vain,” Mr. 


"That question has already 
been answered by the State De- 
partment," Ms. Branthoover 


Mr. Standish said the govern- 
ment may not have known if 
Israeli soldiers were misusing the 
gas. 

“We don’t know what findings 
were made by the state depart- 
ment or when they made their 
findings,” the judge said. 

An attorney for the Palesti- 
nians, Jules Lobel, argued that if 
the case involved American 
deaths, the lawsuit would pro- 
ceed. 

"I do not believe that the fact 
that the victims were Palesti- 
nians, not P it t sbur ghers, should 
lead to a different result,” Mr. 
Lobd said, and tbc judge agreed. 

Mr. Lobel said suing the maker 
was the only way for victims’ families 
to seek justice because laws make 
the United States and Israel im- 
mune from such suits. 

Mr. Standish set a pretrial 
hearing for Oct. 16. 


— Marine, terrain and climate 
change induced in some areas by 
tourist usage e.g. beach or ski 
reseats. 

The key potential benefits of 
travel and tourism can be summa- 
rised as follows: 

— Prot e ction and active con- 
servation of natural and built 
heritage resources- justified by 
thefr own intrinsfo value for post- 
erity and the revenue w hic h visi- 
tors contribute. 

— Creation of economic value 
and protection for resources 
which other w ise have no per- 
ceived value to residents or repre- 
sent a cost rather than a benefit. 

— O p por tuni ty to communi- 
cate ana interpret the values of 
natural and bmh heritage ami off 
cultural inheritance to residents 
of visited areas. 

— Enhancement off the natural 
and built environment to meet 
riting quality standards necessary 
to sustain modem travel and 
tourism. 

— Establishment of attractive 
environments for tourism des- 
tinations — for residents as much 
as visitors, which may support 
other compatible new economic 
activity — from agriculture and 

fishing tn tunriM mutMMtnfartim.*, 

mg industries. . 

— Effective management of 
visitors within an environment so 
that it can su p po rt long term 
economic development mid re- 
peat visits. 

— O ppo r t u ni ties, through the 
direct customer contacts which all 
travel and tourism businesses 
have, for operators to communi- 
cate and interpret the values of 
natural and built heritage and 
culture to visitors — thus helping 
to create a new generation of 
responsible consumers. 


_‘o draw dose home this mes- 
sage of fostering awareness 
through the e x pos ure of our tour- 
ist resources, I wish to draw the 
attention of oar readers to the 
recent Cultural Project — “Short 
Stories from Petra” — a joint 
venture sponsored by the Minis- 
try of Tourism and Antiquities 
and the Cultural Service of the 
French embassy in Amman. This 
project brought to Petra six lead- 
ing writers from the Arab World 
(Jordan included) and six most 
noted Uteraiy figures from France 
in an effort to expose Petra to the 
rest of the world. 


It is to be hoped that as a result 
of this outstanding initiative tour- 
ists trill be eager to come to 
Jordan and to Petra and to en- 
counter in the fullest sense of the 
word with us, the Jordanians, 
showing respect to our history, 
culture, customs and way of life 
while contributing also 'to our 
prosperity. 

On the international level. 
World Tourism Day is celebrated 
this year in a special way in the 
Spanish city of Seville within the 
framework of the Universal Ex- 
position 1992. Since this year 
marks the five hundredth 
anniversary of the encounter be- 
tween Europe and the Americas, 
a programme of events is being 
organised by the World Tourism 
Organisation at the site of 
“Expo” to mark the occasion. 

On the local scene, here in 
Jordan, a number of activities, 
aimed at conveying the positive 
image of tourism and its import- 
ance in furthering the develop- 


ment of the nation, are also con- 
ducted in schools, colleges, uni- 
versities and through the tourism 
enterprises all over Jordan. The 
media has also made a substan- 
tive contribution in this direction. 

Needless to note, however, 
that World Tourism Day need 
not be merely a symbolic date in 
which we organise events to en- 
hance the image of our national 
tourism industry, promoting it as a 
tourist destination. It should also 
be an occasion for reflection on 


the economic and cultural effect 
of tourism in today's world, an 
occasion to ponder and evaluate 
activities and services, as well as 
strive problems encountered in 
this sector of our economy. 

And finally, this day should 
afford an occasion to stress the 
principles of human brotherhood 
and international solidarity which 
form the bedrock of travel and 
tourism in an effort to drive away 
the threatening clouds impending 
over our fast and shrinking world. 


Above all, we have to spread a 
message of hope and confidence 
to all mankind: Hope in further- 
ing peace, reactivating economy 
ana promoting encounter among 
peoples, thus strengthening the 
moral and social growth of our 
societies, 

The writer is a former Jordanian 
ambassador, adviser to the minis- 
ter tourism and antkpdes. She 
contributed the above article to 
the Jordan Times. 


The American Embassy is seeking one to four 
bedroom unfurnished apartments and houses for its 
staff. The size of each type of apartment is specified 
below in net square meters. 

The term net square meters means the sum of the 
-square meters measured from wall to wall of the 
living room, dining room, bathrooms, bedrooms, 
kitchen, closets, and halls, storage and utility rooms 
and stairs are excluded from the calculation. 


Number of bedrooms 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 


Net square meters 
83 to 92 
119 to 132 
174 to 191 
202 to 224 


The most desirable apartments will have modem 
kitchens and bathrooms, however, the mission is 
willing to consider apartments with older amenities. 
The Embassy prefers apartments in the Abdoun, 
Sweifieh, Um Utheina, A1 Rabieh, Um Summaq, or 
"ddndweel areas or in the areas from Fourth to Eight 
Circles but will consider other - near by:, areas. 
Offers must include the price asked, thd number of 
bedrooms in the apartment, the net square meters, 
the address of the apartment or house, and the 
name, address and telephone number of the owner. 
Floor plans are desirable but not required. 

The Embassy will deal only with owners. Offers 
should be sent to: 

General Services Officer 
P.O.Box 354 1 
Amman - Jordan 



f Monday Night . 
AfM-Iiwan Dining Room 

FHeerJfJD. 1(1000 ++ per person. 



1 19=013 

The Philadelphia 


M 

INTERNATIONAL 


For Reservation Please call: Tei. 443100, Ext. 113. 




JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

npNMffi FREK5MT~ 
FORWARDING, DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL. 604678 604696 


TJ 

s 



CROWN - 

m INT’L EST. 

1 Packing, shipping, I 
® forwarding, storage, ■ 
jj clearing, door-to-door 
service . 9 




. In arguing for riiivuhjwl of the 
case, Ms. Branthoover said the 
federal government, not the com- 
pany, was responsible for derid- 
ing whether Israel could bay 
U.S.-made tear-gas. 



YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAM— - 

* Kate Drydean, 1 Hl Service 
☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

*■ Ufrfiotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pt 
Hat, phone S21BSS, Fax 

nv « 1 “ ^ > 
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The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstOrde. Jabai Amman, near 
AhUyyahJSiris School 

IMee w y a iw t cii 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigfit 

TeL §39968 


MOVING ? 

let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the vvorks, 

Door to Door . 

Call the friendly: 
professionals oh 
660507 or 66050ff 

ARAMEX— ~ 



4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa of 
5 bedrooms, big liv- 
ing area, basement 
for services. 850m 2 . 
Location: Um 
Utheina. 

Price: JD 20,000. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 




Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

v 

| Open lb»3JQ A ftiP-ii-JM 

Tain away Is awallabte 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

| T»L Ml 822, Amman 

face Tested 

AIwoljs Lcved /i V 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and raste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



TAIWAN TOUBISKO 


by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery . 

Ope n daily 


12.-00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnight 

Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospltaf.1 
-Jabai Amman, tel. 641093 


The.Fir.st Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
, Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


D.vrimx 

,u2qi|ls 


. Amman - Tel. 668f 93 
P.0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



.U 
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amman little leacue 1 1 Seles, Sabatini reach Tokyo finals 


T Soccer matches played Monday Sepi, 22, 1992 


TOTS 

MAG 2 vs DHL 1 

-g Jordan National Bank 1 vs Pepsi 1 


•oi 1 Soccer matches played Friday Sept. 25 1992 

'f j TOTS 

Pepsi i vs Jordan Toothbrush 3 

DHL 0 vs Jordan National Bank 0 


JUNIORS I 

Kawar 

cnc 

JUNIORS II 

UPS 

Seven Up 

MIDS 

Petoseed 
Intervet 
A1 Hikma 
IstiUal 


SENIORS 

CEBA 

American Kitchen 


vs Modern Schools 

vs Sipes 


vs ESCWA 
vs Nash/Ebb 


vs Tahef Meat 
vs Danish Dairy 
vs GEMT 
vs Atamex 


Abtabimia 

Peugeot 


STANDINGS 


W D L GF-GA 


JUNIORS II 

NaSh/Ebb 
.Seven Up 

m 

.ESCWA 



Peugeot 
Abrahima 
American Kitchen 
CffiA ‘ 


0 8-3 4 

1 4-2 2 

1 1-2 2 

2 4-10 0 


Should be capable of providing system 
software support to HP3000 (MPE V i MPE/XL) 
and HP9000 (HP-UX) customers, should have 
good knowledge of the software and network- 
ing products used with HP systems. Erper- 
ince on Oracle an added asset. 




NEER: 

Should have a Bachelor's degree in Elec- 
tronics Engineering or equivalent, minimum 
-7 years experience in installation and 
maintenance of HP 3000 £ HP9000 systems, 
and related networking products . 




- Should have a good track record in 
Sial& sales of computer equipment includ 
knowledge of inata.lli.ng and troubleshooting 
Multiuser and PC systems as well as LAN 
products . Should be an engineering Graduate 
yith more than 2 years' experience in a si- 
snillar position. i 


should have good knowledge of Arabic/ 
English software applications on Multiuser 
land IAN products. Experience on relational 
‘database is a must. Should be an Engineer- 
ing Graduate with more than 5 years experi- 
ence in a simillar postion. 

t 

These positions carry attractive sals- 
ifies and perks such as housing, transport, 
medical benefits, gratuty, annual leave and 
air passage. Please apply in confidence to: 

- Legfil and Administrative consul tans 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Znt . 
P.O.Box 921100 (A1 Husain) 


TOKYO (R) — Top seed and 
defending champion Monica 
Seies dropped a set on her way to 
a semifinals victory over Mary 
Joe Fernandez in the Tokyo 
Women’s Tennis Tournament 
Saturday. 

It was the first set Seles, who 
meets second seeded Gabriela 
sabatini m Sunday’s final, has 
dropped in the tournament, win- 
ning the rain-interrupted semifin- 
al 6-0 ^6 64. 

sabatini overcame patchy serv- 
ing in the first set to beat Bulga- 
rian Katerina Maleeva 6-3 6-3 
and set up a rematch of the 
Italian Open final in which the 
Argentine beat Seles in May. 

But Seles, who has won seven 
of her 12 previous finals, this year 


including the. Australian, French 
and U.S. Opens, won their semi- 
final dash at Roland Canos and 
bolds a 6-3 record against the 
Argentine. 

Keeping her infamous grant 
under control, Seles wrapped up 
the opening set in just 19 mi- 
nutes. 

But the third-seeded American 
put pressure on Seles with good 
serves and a mixture of fine drop 
shots and attacks to the net from 
the start of the second set 

I just lost my rhythm as I 
played very defensively after die 
first set was over. I was, maybe, a 
bit surprised with the lust set 
score, Seles said. 

Fernandez, who lost to Seles hr 
the Australian Open final in 


January, broke the Yugoslav’s 
serve for die first time in the sixth 
game for a 4-2 before going on to 
take the second set. 

The suspension due to rail, 
which lasted 35 minutes, came in 
the fourth game of the third set 
with Fernandez serving at 40-30. 

Sties wasted two match points 
in the 10th game before taking 
the match when Fernandez net- 
ted a forehand return. 

Looking ahead to the . final 
against Sabatini, Seles said 
whenever we play, we have some 
great matches. Gaby has a diffe- 
rent style of game compared with 
Mary Joe. She has a lot of spins 
and slices. I feel it will be as good 
a match as today’s. 


Linford Christie caps triumphant 
season with World Cup victory 
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HAVANA (R) — Linford 
Christie capped a triumphant sea- 
son Friday by adding the World 
Cup title to his Olympic 100 
metres gold medal. 

The 32-year-old Briton turned 
on his celebrated power over the 
final 30 metres on a rain-soaked 
track to win easily in 10.21 
seconds and give Britain a max- 
imum eight points for the event 
on the opening day of the three- 
day, eight-nation competition. 

Christie’s effort, pins a surprise 
win by David Sharpe in the men’s 
800, helped Britain to first place 
in the men’s standings. The CIS, 
competing for the last time as a 
united team, head the women’s 
table. 

For a while in the afternoon it 
seemed as if no events would be 
staged at all as a fierce trap cal 
storm raged over Havana. 

Anxious officials watched as 
the infield quickly flooded and 
rain poured down the terraces. 

Eventually it was decided to 
postpone the opening ceremony 
until Saturday morning and the 


women's jav e lin was also put 
forward to Saturday. 

Christie, the British team cap- 
tain, remained unperturbed. 

He did not let false starts from 
Calvin Smith and Robson Da 
Silva worry him and although the 
Briton was behind at 60 metres he 
accelerated smoothly to win 
ahead of Africa’s Olympic finalist 
Olapade Adeniken. 

“It was just great,’ 1 Christie 
said. “1 was just glad to get eight 
badly needed points.” 

Christie also had no doubt that 
be would finish the year as the 
world number one over 100 
metres and said he hoped to meet 
file world champion and world 
record holder Carl Lewis early 
next year. 

“Carl Lewis is the greatest 
athlete of my time,” he said. “Pin 
just lucky to come along and run 
against these great athletes.” 

Christie was one of three 
Olympic champions to win on 
Friday. 

France's world and Olympic 
400 metres champion Marie-Jose 


Perec came from third in the final 
50 metres to win the women’s 200 
for Europe and American Moke 
Sluice won the men’s shot put. 

“It was difficult, ” Perec said 
.“It was tiie end of the season, it 
was a bit difficult, but I won. Fm 
very pleased.” 

American - Sandra Farmer- 
Patrick became the first woman 
to win consecutive World Cup 
400 metres hurdles tides as seme 
compensation for finishing 
second in the Olympic final. 

“I made a commitment at the 
Olympic games that I would 
come,” Farmer-Pa trick said. “My 
goal now is to win at the World 
Championships in Stuttgart next 
year.” 

Farmer-Patrick’s husband 
David, who also won in the Bar- 
celona World Cup three years 
ago, withdrew from the men’s 
one-lap hurdles after sustaining a 
knee injury in Tokyo last Satur- 
day. 

Only 11 Olympic champions 
have travelled to the Caribbean 
for tiie last meeting of the yeat. 


Connors 

beats 

Navratilova 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Jimmy 
Connors beat Martina Navratilo- 
va in a tenuis match billed as the 
“battle of the sexes” winning 7-5, 
6-2 before a sellout crowd of 
13,832 outdoors at Caesars 
Palace. 

Both tennis stars came to play 
and not to create an event, like 
Bobby Riggs’ infamous battle 
with Billie Jean King at the 
Astrodome in Houston 19 years 
ago. 

There were few exchanges 
among the players and hardly any 
between them and the fans during 
the battle for a winner’s prize of 
$500,000. 

Navratilova committed eight 
double faults and two of them 
were key. 

With Connors up 6-5 a the first 
set, Navratilova double-faulted 
away set point 

Connors, on the other hand, 
had only six double faults, 
although he was allowed just one 
serve. This meant if he faulted, it 
was automatically a double fault. 

Another bend of the rales 
allowed Navratilova to serve to a 
wider court. She had 2 feet, 3 
inches extra on each side,- or half 
of the doubles alley. She, howev- 
er, scored only six points on shots 
into the doubles lane. 

“I was more nervous today 
than any match I’ve ever been 
in,” said the 35-year-old Navrati- 
lova, who’s won 160 women’s 
single titles. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed playing 
Martina,” aid tiie 40-year-old 
Connors, a winner of 109 singles 
tides. “I didn’t know what to 
expect going out there playing 
her." 

- While Connors didn’t know 
what was coming, what he got in 
the first set was a severe chal- 
lenge and probably a bit of a 
shock when Navratilova broke his 
opening service. 


Mansell on pole again 


TOP TAX FREE SALARIES 
IN . OMAN jo ' 
FOR PROFESSIONALS 


IMTAC: 

Distributors for Hewlett-Packard, Ora- 
cle, Cognos, Powerhouse, Novell, Networking] 
products etc. 

Currently have openings for Computer 
professi o nals . 


ESTORIL, Portugal (Agencies) 
— Briton Nigel Mansell claimed 
his 12th pole position of the 
season and the 29th of his career 
Saturday when be dominated fin- 
al qualifying for Sunday's Portu- 
guese Grand Prix. 

The new world drivers' cham- 
pion required little effort to con- 
vert bis/ provisional pole fro*!' 
Friday’s opening session into con- 
firmation of the ’prime grid posi-n 
tion. 

In blustery conditions at the 
twisting, 4.350-km Estoril Track, 
Mansell docked the best time but 
was unable to improve his time of 
one minute 13.041 seconds set 
Friday. 

The 39-year-old Englishman, 
who is quitting Formula One at 
the end of the season to join the 
Newman-Haas Indy Car Racing 
team in the United States, dock- 
ed a best time of one minute 
13.961 seconds in a session inter- 
rupted fo r 50 minutes after Gian- 
ni Morbidelli crashed in his 
Minardi. 

The Italian driver was unhurt 
when his car«pan backwards into 
the barriers, breaking off a wheel 
and severely damaging the rear of 
the car. 

The session was halted while 
the debris was cleared from the 


Peanuts 


track and a guardail damaged in 
the aeddent was repaired. 

Mansell will share the front 
row of the grid with his Williams 
team mate Riccardo Patrese of 
Italy. 

Ayrton Senna was one of die 
few leading drivers to improve his 
time. He moved up to third, to 
- share the secbnff 'row of the^gnd- ■ 
with his McLaren teammate - 
1 Gerhard? ’Berger, wiito"■g!Stf ! tl*P^' , 
proved. 

Mansell will be seeking a re- 
cord ninth win in a angle season 
and bis 30th career victory in 
Sunday’s 71-lap race. 

Mansell is beading to the In- 
dycar series next year. Last week 
be announced that he would drive 
for the Newman-Haas team after 
he could not come to an agree- 
ment until Frank Williams over 
next year’s contract. 

Mansell is scheduled to make 
his Indycar debut in Australia 
next March. He win join 1978 
Formula One and four-time indy 
series winner Mario Andretti on 
the team. 

Andretti’s son, Michael, is 
beaded to formula one racing 
next year with the McLaren 
team, whih is still looking for 
another driver and an engine. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
• 1993 Tnb** um Sanies, me. 


HOW THE MIGHTY CAN FALL 


North-South vulnerable. South 

deals. 

NORTH 

* J. 10 2 

: £ 10 5-4 

1 :• 10 8 4 2 

t ♦ J 5 2 

WEST EAST 

* K #8653 

*T A J 6 3 2 <TK8 

OAQ £7653 

* K Q 7 6 4 * 10 8 3 

SOUTH 

* A Q 9 7 4 
?Q97 
•MS J 9 

* A 9 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

I NT Dbl Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Six of # 

This column often extols the 
wondrous feats experts perform as 
they place eveiy card accurately. 
But once in a while even the best of 
players will read a hand incorrectly, 
and the result can be fascinating to 
behold. 

Sittmg South on this hand from 
rubber bridge was a former triple 
world- champion, Roger Tresel of 
France. With every suit stopped and 
the lead coming up to his hand, he 


was not too worried about what 
could happen to one no tramp 
doubled.' . 

West electetijfi lead * Jos/chib. 
Had declarer- -played the -jack of 
chibs from dummy and spurned the 
spade finesse, there’s no telling how 
many tricks North-South would 
have made— at the very least seven 
tricks were assured. But declarer 
elected to follow low from dummy, 
and East’s ten forced the ace. 

To declarer, it seemed like a good 
idea to create an entry to dummy , so 
South led a sly four of spades to the 
second trick. The roof fell in. 

West took the long of spades and 
four dub tricks. Afraid to part with 
a heart, declarer discarded two 
spades and a diamond. A heart to 
the king and a heart back allowed 
the defenders to cash five heart 
tricks, and declarer had to find three 
more discards. Thoroughly con- 
fused, South came down to the ace 
of spades and a bare king of dia- 
monds, so West took the last two 
tricks with the ace and queen of 
d i amonds for minus 1,700. 

To make matters worse, North 
frit obliged to remark that, had de- 
clarer discarded the ace of spades 
and kept a guarded king of dia- 
monds, he would have saved a trick. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fiorio still leads Cyprus Rally 

NICOSIA (AP) — Italian Alessandro Fiorio Saturday finished 
the second leg of the Cyprus Rally 5 

1990 winner Dimi Mavropoulos of Cyprus. JjKJXlar 

predawn boon in the western port town of Paphos “ 

fee capital, Nicosia. Marian Bublewicz of Poland m a wrd Sarra 
Cosworth 4x4 was in third pUce 1 minute >36 
Mavropoulos, also in a Ford Siena Cosworth. Some 94 ^ 
from seven countries are participating m the final coefficient 
round of the European Championships. The rally ends Sunda>. 

Frenchman wins Paris-Moscow-Be^ng Rally 

BEIJING (R) — Frenchman Pierre Lartigue driving; a Citroen 
won the Paris-Moscow-Beijing Rally Saturday, a 16,000 km 
odyssey across some of the most hostile terrain. It s been a great 
adventure, the Algerian-born driver told reporters at the Great 
Wall of China. “It was very fast. There were lots of traps and ups 
'and downs along the, way, he said, celebrating his victory with a 
bottle of champagne with his navigator Michel Perin. The course 
from Paris to Moscow through Poland was mostly on highways, 
and the stage racing did not begin until just outside the Russian 
capital on Sept. 5, from then on it was Tundra, mountain and 
desert to Beijing. 

Muhammad Ali to complete treatment 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, South Carolina (AP) — Muhammad 
Ali was expected to complete bis latest series of treatment for 
Parkinson’s syndrome this week. The symptoms, similar to 
Par kins on's disease, have worsened since Ali’s last treatment 18 
months ago, according to the doctor treating him here. The 
former heavyweight champion has been travelling extensively, 
making public appearances on behalf of Islamic causes. Dr. Rajko 
Medenica, bis physician at Hilton Head hospital, said Ali was to-, 
have been receiving bi-monthly treatments. But his travels and 
the birth of his son. Asaad, kept him away. After his three-hour 
treatment — the second of three scheduled this week — Ali was 
quiet and slow in his movements. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"People are eating leaner beef 
these days, so I’m starting a new 
business: cow iiposuctionf 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 



WABILE 


IF YOU TRY ARSL/IN6 
WITH Aiy ALfTHOffWHO 
KNOWS HIS SUBJECT, 
you'll finc? that 

HEMISHT BE TH/S. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprtse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MOUTH YOUNG HALLOW TURBAN 
Answer What number did they give the boxer who was 
knocked out?— THEY BROUGHT HIM ’TWO" 


■ERR RRRI 
SERE REEI 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Winter 
complaint 
4 Wear away 
9 Undergarment 
13 Hazard 

15 Parents 

16 Pelt 

17 Czech river 

18 Prevent 

19 Dona with 

20 Set 

23Tchrs/ ora. 

24 Ena. river 

25 Sat 


B0 Poetic wort - 

51 Motorists’ club 01992 Trttt 

52 Set • • .uwtnui 

61 Reftgkxis man 

62 Papal vestment 22 Leave 

83 Close 25 Period 

04 Footless 26 Occasion' 

65Mmaiayan 27 Danish islands 


■■■ JRRRR am 


Mode Sinrtaw. me. 

„ MwenkltBHfwd 

_ . Yesterday’s Pazzta Solved: 


1 Prfnce^to-Og? 

2 H. resort 

3 Employed 

4 Comes out 

5 Shankar of 

music 

6Auguy ' 

7 Small arrow ~ 
SBMeal queen 
0 Appeared . 

10 Abide 

11 Roman data 

12 insouciant 
UMoneym 

Norway •• 

21 Last or not last 


32 January. In 
Juarez 
37 Turncoat 
SB In a fierce way 
41 — Antonio 
.43 Snicker — 

46 Mythomaniac 
.48 Having certain 
' &ricks,-av 
masonry 
40RNdrtothe 
Rhone 

52 Rebuff 

53 Finish Ene 

54 In a frenzy . 
ffiVteWty 


opimn Finnan 
Epnra nnam nnrami 
n-.'.nnnnnna nnoao 
Ofnnno 
nrcna 
nmann 
*jnnnj 

anon nnnn oano 
snonn amnninnnn 

nr.riRH 0 ^, ^000 

gngnn nnonn 

nnnonnenn 
HHPSS noon noon 
Inoonn nnnn anon 


57 KKK word 


__ # . mw WUCU 

56 Officer, tar short 58 African river 


58 Fasten 
60 Small quantity 
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Tunisia forecasts higher 
growth, trade deficit 


TUNIS (R) — The Tunisian eco- 
nomy is expect e d to grow 8.4 per 
cent in 1992 but the trade deficit 
wfll rise to about 135 billion 
dinars ($1.6 biffion). Planning 
Minister Mnstapha Nabli told re- 
porter. 

He said growth of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) re- 
flected a good harvest for fanners 
and a. rebound in tourism after 
1991 ’s Gulf wax setback. GDP is 


likely to grow less than three per 
cent in 1993, he said. 

“The Tunisian economy has 
recovered its dynamism bat there 
are negative aspects represented 
fay an aggravation of. die trade 
deficit,” Mr. Nabli said. 

Mr. Nabli said the trade deficit 
resulted from . Ebenfisstion of im- 
ports, 118- million dinars ($138 
million) spent on a gas pipeline to 
Italy, and poor sales of olive oil. 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 


in Co-operation with 
Cairo Amman Bank 
U.S. DoBwr in I n ternational Markets 


Currency 

HEW0RK 

CLOSE 

NEUV0RK 

CLOSE 

, 1 

iu, 24/9 

25/9 

Storting Pound " . 

1.7060 

1.7125 

Deutsche Mark 

1.4660 

1.4*35 

Swiss Franc 

1.3044 

1 . 2975 " 

French Franc 

5.0455 

5.0124 

Japanese Yen 

720.55 — 

’ <20.92- 

European Cumny Unit 

120.33*** 

1.31 75 


Emvpca Dprafa* <o MM mjh . ISMT 


*>• 16 / 9/92 


Tcamency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 


12 MTHS 


3.12 

ISBRi 

3.JS 

3.16 

Sterling Pound * 

10.56 

10.66 

5119 

6.50 

Deutsche Mark 

mm 



mum\ 

Swiss Franc 

6.50 

5.50 

6.6? 

6.43 

French Franc 

11.00 

10.00 

9.62 

9.50 ! 

Japanese Yen 


4.00 

3.27 

3.75 

European Currency Unit 

13.00 

12.00 

10-37 

ro.25 


26/9/92 


Metal 

USlVOz 

■2231 

Metal 

UKD/Oz 

JD/Gra 

Gold 

349.65 

6.75 

| Silver 

3.22 

.021 


Central Bank of Jordan Exdunigti fan BolMa 


16/9/92 


Currency 

Bid 

Oder 

U.S. Dollar 

0.679 

0.661 

Sterling Pound 

1 . 1596 

1.1654 

Deutsche Mark 

T.4576 

0.4594 

Spin Franc . 

0.5222 

0.5254 . 

French Franc- 

0.7353 

0.1360 . 

Japanese Yen* 



Dutch Gander 



Swedish Krona 

0.1224 

0.1230 

Italian Lira* 

0.0547 

0.0550 

Belgian Franc 




26/9/92 


Currency 

Bid • 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7720 

7.7240 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.02565 

0.02765 

Saudi Riyal 

0.72O2 


Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2250 

2.2600 

Qalari Riyal 

0. 1640 

0.1650 

Egyptian Pound 


0.2700 

Omani Riyal 

7.7370 

1.7430 

UAE Dirham 

0. 1640 

0.7250, 

Grech Drachma* 

0.3590 

tomtom' 

'■ 

Cypriot Found 

775200 “ 

£ 

1 . 5+UU 1 


CAB to tte for AmnM Financial Narint' 


Index 

76/9/92 Close 


AB-Sharc 

745.67 ■ 

149.96 

Banking Sector 

707.66 

773.22 

Insurance Sector 


153.65 

Industry Sector 

795.22 

198.06 

Services Sector 

202.76 

213.40 


French consumers tighten belts 


PARIS (AP) — Unsettled by a. 
sluggish economy and high unem- 
ployment, French consumers 
have tightened their belts — pin- 
ching pennies in supermarkets, 
department, stores and trendy 
boutiques. 

“The French face lots Of uncer- 
tainty, and have adopted crisis 
behaviour,” said Dominique 
Georgeon, a marketing analyst at 
Les Printemps department store. 
“People are reluctant to spend 
money.” 

Consumer goods — indue 
home funnshnogs,ap^iaiices 
dothing — have been 1st hard. 

Even the food sector, once a 
bastion of .mrinternmted growth, 
shows signs of decline. 

“The average customer is pot- 
ting less in his basket than be did 
fast year,** said Thierry Pequer- 
uel, manager of a Franprix super- 
market in Paris. 

_ “People are eating less high- 
priced food and going back to the 
basics. However, volume of our 
own brand items, like coffee, 
dairy products and canned goods, 
is way up,** be said. “This is 
new.” 

A consumer analyst, Ptnfippe 
MoatiL. said the French are look- 
ing for ways to extend the life of 
dungs they already own. They’re 
also putting off expensive purch- 
ases and choosing lower price 


merchandise when they do buy. 

. “This trend is particularly visi- 
ble in the Hi-Fi sector,** be said. 

Tbe luxury industry also is feel- 
ing the pinch. A saleswoman at 
the Chanel watch boutique said 
business stumped during the Gulf 
war and has never recovered. 

Car manufacturers complain 
about a new trend away from 
powerful luxury models towards 
smaller, less expenave models. 

“Tastes have c hang ed,” said 
Daniel Leconte, bead of market- 
ing at Renault. “However, we do 
know that the customer who 
wants the expensive car, and who 
has financial difficulties, will 
postpone hrs purchase rather than 
choose a cheaper model.” 

The fashion-conscious French 
are w i mm n j u n g with clothes 
purchases. 

According to the Textile 
Group of Economic Observation, 
the number of purchases in 
the first half of 1992 was virtually 
unchanged from 1991. 

“The stores are bulging with 
merchandise, but budgets are 
tight,” said Gerard Roudme of 
the French Ready-to-Wear Fed- 
eration. “There's a tread towards 
buying things for investment, to 
last." 

Some manufacturers have 
sought to. hue customers by cut- 


ting prices. Rene Derby, maker 
of women's and children’s clo- 
thing, has lowered the prices of 
its 1993 summer collection by 30 
per cent, liberto, which caters to 
teenagers and young adults, has 
dropped prices 10 per cent 

Les Pirn temps’ own brand of 
menswear, Brummel, is selling 
for 20 and 30 per cent less than it 
(fid fast year. 

■ Clothing seems to be selling 
only with the help of sales and 
eye-catching promotions. 

At a time when boutiques 
usually showcase the newest fall 
and winter fashions, many are 
still offering sale prices on leftov- 
er spring and summer collections. 

Nicole Upszyc, manager of a 
trendy boutique in Les Halles, 
says her customers — mostly 
young professionals — are buying 
less and expect more for their 
money. 

“These days there are fewer 
people browsing. Our volume is 
about tbe same as last year, and 
we consider ourselves lucky it 
hasn’t gone down,” she said. 

She said business indeed up last 
spring with the opening of the 
Earodtsney Theme Park. 

“There are more Italians and 
Spaniards, but they don’t buy the 
way the Americans and the 
Japanese did," die said. 


Omani 

growth 

slows 


MUSCAT (AP) — The economic 
development of 63 producing 
Oman marginally slowed down 
fast v year as its gross domestic 
product (GDP) at current prices 
fell by 0.9 per cent, according to a 
report published by die sultan- 
ate's centra/ bank. The growth 
rate for 1990 was 26.4 per cent. 

The GDP went down to 
4,054.6 million riyals ($10,450 
million) in 1991 from 4,084 mil- 
lion riyals ($ 10,536 million) in 
1990. The report attributed the 
decline in 1991 largely to weak oil 
prices in 1991. “The government 
financial position was adversely 
affected during 1991 due to the 

fall in oil prices in the internation- 
al markets following a relatively 
good year in 1990," tbe report 
said. Tbe sultanate's production 
is m the range of 700.000 barrels 
per day and economic activity is 
generally influenced directly and 
indirectly by the petroleum sector 
whose share in tbe GDP varies 
between 40 and 50 per cent. The 
central bank report said that the 
non petroleum sectors continued 
to grow in 1991. 


Energy forum calls on rich to share technology 


MADRID (R) — The world's 
biggest energy think-tank Friday 
appealed to rich nations to help 
toe transfer of technology to spur 
economic growth and preserva- 
tion of the environment. 

“We cannot afford to palm off 
developing countries with second 
best technologies,” John Baker, 
vice-chairman of toe World Ener- 
gy Council's (WEC) 15* con- 
gress, told a news conference at 
the end of toe five-day meeting. 

The WEC. estimates that half 
the world’s population does not 
have access to commercial energy 


and believes energy supply is vital 
to spurring economic growth. 

“We are urging the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) coun- 
tries to put their money where 
their mouth is,” he said. 

Unsafe nuclear reactors in east- 
ern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union were a case for urgent help 
from the West, he said. 

He called on the OECD ‘To 
provide urgent financial support 
to enable the CIS countries or 
eastern Europe... other to im- 
prove (nuclear reactors)... or 
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alternatively their urgent and 
progressive replacement with 
alternative energy sources." 

The WEC wants economic 
growth to be bound to environ- 
mental c on c ffl B in order to achieve 
sustained development. 

“We have confirmed in this 
con g res s that environmental pro- 
tection and economic develop- 
ment can be made to go band in 
band," Mr. Baker said in bis 
conclusions. 

The congress agreed that fossil 
fuels «e &dy to remain tbe major 
source of primary energy m the 
coining decades. But it called for 
the phasing out of energy sub- 
sidies and the opening up of 
markets to help satisfy the grow- 
ing demand for energy while put- 
ting tbe least strain on global 


resources. 

Tbe WEC cannot make deci- 
sions binding for the governments 
of its 91 member countries, bat it 
recommended they implement a 
strategy of “minimum regret” — 
such as energy conservation and 
efficient use of resources — to 
deal with the greenhouse effect. 

The West is already committed 
to cutting carbon dioxide emis- 
sions, which scientists believe 
trap beat in toe atmosphere like a 
greenhouse and warm the globe. 

Environmental groups protest- 
ing outside die congress venue 
were not impressed. “Tbe prior- 
ity should not be economic 
growth, but making sure energy 
meets the basic needs of every- 
one,” said a spokesman for the 
Spanish ecology group Aedenat: 
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U.S. business 
failures increase 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. busi- 
ness failures increased in double 
digits in July and over the first 
seven months of the year, com- 
pared with 1991, Don and Brad- 
street has reported. 

“Business failures remain at 
very high levels, underscoring the 
breadth of the recession," Joseph 
Duncan, vice president and 
corporate economist for the busi- 
ness research firm, said in a state- 
ment. “The recession has 
weakened so many firms that 
many can no longer survive at the 
current slow pace of economic 
growth." 

Mr. Duncan said tbe rate of 
failure ‘is likely to continue 
through the end of 1992." 

“Indeed, many of the firms 
that are now failing were credi- 
tors of businesses that failed," 
Mr. Duncan said. 

But Dina Silva-Decker, a 
spokeswoman for Dun and Brad- 
street, said its moving 13-week 
average, not included in the sur- 
vey, showed a slowing in failures. 
If that trend continues, she said, 
business failure figures in 1992 
might equal but not exceed the 
87.266 failures of 1991. 

“Whether that pace continues, 
I'm not certain," she said. 

According to the survey, busi- 
ness failures increased U.6 per 
cent in July 1992 over July 1991. 
to 8,580 from 7,688. For the first 
seven months of the year, busi- 
ness failures rose 16 per cent to 
59,1$8 from 51,012 in the same 
period in 1991. 

Failures were up for the seven 
months in every industry except 
mining, which tell 4.6 per cent. 
The greatest increases were re- 
ported in the agriculture, forestry 
and fishing sector, up 32 per cent 
to 1,799. Failures also were up in 
the services sector by 24.4 per 
cent to 16,274. 

Failures for July were up in 
every industry sector except for 
the finance, insurance and real 
estate sector, which declined by 
10.1 per cent. 

“While a decline in bankrupt- 
cies is good news, the finance, 
insurance and real estate sector 
still has a long way to go," Mr. 


Duncan said. “Failures in this' 
sector have been rising since 
1988. In fact, year-to-date fai- ■ 
lures are up more than 13 per 
cent.” 

Some of the smaller increases ; 
for July included mining, up 6-3; ■ 
per cent to 34; transportation and' 
public utilities, up 4.8 per cent to 
369 and manufacturing, up 3.S 
per cent to 595. 

In another area, the govern- ; 
ment has reported that the num- ; 
ber of new claims for jobless 
benefits rose in mid-September • 
for the fourth straight week and ■ 
topped 400,000 for the first time 
since early August. 

“The recent initial unemploy- 
ment claims data point to a major 
deterioration in the labour mar- 
ket." economists at Donaldson, ■ 
Lufkin and Jenrette Securities 
Corp. In New York said in a j 
statement. 

"The claims indicate ro firming 
up of the labour markets, no new • 
strength," concurred economist 
Robert Dederick of toe Northern 
Trust Co. in Chicago. “We did 
have a fundamental uptick in 
claims." 

The Labour Department said 
fust-time applications for unem- 
ployment insurance jumped; by 
15,000 to 414,000, in toe week 
ended Sept. 12. Some of the ne* 
claims came from Hurricane 
Andrew’s victims in Florida and 
Louisiana. 

It was the first time that dalrrfs 
loafed more than 400,000 snice 
Aug. S, when they stood at 
474,000. New applications in The 
week ended Sept. 5 first weVe 
reported at 400,000. but were 
revised to 399,000 in the latest 
report. - 

Many analysts prefer to track's 
four-week moving average- 
claims, which smooths out "the 
volatility of the weekly reports 
and is considered a more reliable 
indicator of the labour market's 
health. _ 1 

This average posted its firjt 
increase in five weeks, rising^to 
398,250 during the period ended 
Sept. 12 from 390.500 for the 
period ending a week earlier. - 


Russian parliament clears privatisation scheme 


MOSCOW (R) — Tbe Russian 
parliament gave the go ahead to 
the government’s massive priva- 
tisation jjrogramnie Friday after 
t its volatile, chairman. Ruslan «. 

Khasbufatoy, blocked efforts by* 
I conservative deputies to derail it. O 

Mr. Khasbulaiov refused to 
allow hardliners to put forward a 
draft resolution to postpone tbe 
Oct. 2 launch of tbe programme 
to give away thousands of state- 
owned companies. 

He gave crucial last-minute 
support to the scheme to turn 150 
million Russians into capitalists 
after a day of fierce conservative 
attacks on the “popular privatisa- 
tion." 

One deputy even threw a 
bunch of privatisation vouchers at 
a minister. 

“We would be making a 
strategic mistake and acting 
shortsightedly if we were to give a 
firm ‘no’ to the privatisation 
programme," Mr. Khasbulatov 
told parinunent. 

It was tiie second time tins 
week that Mr. Khasbulatov, nor- 
mally one of tiie reformist gov- 
ernment’s most trenchant critics, 
bad shielded it from the attacks of 
tbe conservative-dominated par- 
liament. 

He suggested an alternative 
resolution, which would give toe 
“green light” to tbe planned dis- 
tribution of privatisation 
vouchers from next Thursday and 
even urged the government to 
expand toe initial number of en- 
terprises to be given away. 

“We should prepare another 
resolution, critical of tbe way tbe 


g o ver nm e nt manages tbe prog- 
ramme, but not the one that 
would block the process which 
has become effectively irreversi- 
ble," Mr. Khasbulatov said. 

Vouchers with a face value of 
10,000 roubles ($40) each are due 
to be distributed to every Russian 
man, woman and child between 
Oct. 1 and toe end of toe year. 

The voucher can be traded for 
shares in part of Russia's huge 
and ineffective state sector. 

Government officials say the 
vouchers are supposed to help 
create a big Russian middle dass, 
winch would be interested in sup- 
porting further market reforms. 

They are also meant to ease 
public discontent with the ex- 
isting emerging capitalist dass in 
Russia, where private enter- 
preneurship was considered a 
crime during decades of commun- 
ist rule. 

“Any defay in handing out the 
vouchers to people would inevit- 
ably trigger popular outrage,” 
Anatoly Chubais, bead of tiie 
government’s property commit- 
tee handling the privatisation, 
told deputies. 

Mr. Khasbulatov also argued 
that any interference by parlia- 
ment in toe programme would 
burden the legislature with re- 
sponsibility for its possible fai- 
lure. 

“It would be silly for parlia- 
ment to take on a responsibility 
belonging to the government,” be 
stud. “In this case we would have 
to answer for the failure as well.” 

Radical critics on toe right and 
left used tiie debate to blast the 


government market reform drive 
in general. 

“Privatisation as it is planned 
by tbe government would, mean a 
radical change in tiie soaftf sys- 
tem,” said Boris Tarasov of tbe 
hardline Fatheriand Group? 

“It would also lead to the 
impoverishment of the vast 
majority of the population. We 
demand a three-month morator- 
ium ... and a public referendum 
on the Issue,” he pointed out. 

Mikhail Cbelnokov, an ultra- 
leftist, said privatisation was a 
“dirty" government trick. “The 
voucher programme is a decep- 
tion of the people. If we are 
people’s representatives here we 
cannot support this programme." 

Mr. Chelnokov pulled a packet 
of vouchers, apparently valueless 
sample copies, from his coat 
pocket and tossed them at priva- 
tisation chief Chubais, before re- 
turning to his seat. 

Russian Economics Minister 
Andrei Nechayev, outlining a 
“survival plan" for key sector of 
tbe economy, has warned that 
loss-making enterprises face do- 
sure or drastic restructuring with 
toe loss of millions of jobs. 

Mr. Nechayev, a leading free- 
marketeer and close ally of 
Acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar, said the plan was de- 


signed to guarantee the survival 
of strategic industries, including 
energy and food production.' 

But. in comments by ITAR- 
TASS news agency and the gov- 
ernment newspaper Rossi iskiye 
V£Sti;'be said that state support 
would be mainly indirect and 
subsidies would be limited. Some 
firms would go to the wall. 

“In the remaining months of 
1992 and in 1993, major work lies 
ahead to pick out enterprises on 
the brink of bankruptcy, as a 
result of which they must be 
declared bankrupt and subjected 
to reorganisation, changes of pro- 
file and, in a number of cases, 
closure," Mr. Nechayev said. 

According to preliminary fore- 
casts. the shake-up could leave 
seven million people or eight per 
cent of the workforce seeking 
jobs next year, he added. 

Later official figures show that 
850,000 Russians were out of 
work in August, already a steep 
rise from the Soviet period, when 
official unemployment was vir- 
tually nil. 

Russia’s economy, struggling 
to switch from communist central 
planning to the free market, is in . 
deep ensis. Industrial output fell 
by 13 per cent from January tq 
June. 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


SHAMHAN_.IN 

love & fear 

(Arabic) 

Shorn: *30, &I5. lfc» 


z 



r Cntem& • Tel: 634X44 

PHILADELPHIA 



APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, L-shaped salon and two bathrooms. 
Located in Jabai Q Wabdeh, facing Philadelphia Hotel. 

If Interested, please call Mr. Abu Musa, tel. 625421 


THELMA and LOUISE 

Shows:' 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

Special. shows for children on 
Thursdays and' 

Fridays at 11:00 am 

THE GOON 1 ES 



" . Tel: 67557 

NaM A1 Mashini Theatre 


N 



at 6:00 p.m, daily 
Studmnad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members o> 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed. 

The next show Is: 

(Taa’ Waqaymeh) 




_ Tel: 625155 




. NabH & Hisham 
presents 

.. . The' Political Satire Play 

Welcome... New World Order 

Show starts at 8:30 pm 


Folly Furnished Deluxe Apartment 


3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious salons, modem kitchen, 
private entrance, central heating and telephone. 

Location: Behind Jerusalem Hotel. 

TeL 603128 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished deluxe roof at Jabai Amman. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, living room, salon, dining room, 
maid room, terraces, fireplace and central heating. Yearly 
rental only % 

Call 614668 between 2 p.m. - 7 p. m. 




CAR FOR SALE 

Opel Kadett Caravan 1989. Duty unpaid. Colour 
orange. 32,000 km. One owner. Excellent condition. 
Price JD 8,000. 

Imported from Germany recently. 

Please call 09/982970 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Modem Engineering Agencies Corporation is seeking the 
employment of a sales engineer with the foliowir^ 
qualifications: 

- BSC degree in electro-mechanical or electrical en- 
gineering. 

- Fluent in English language. 

- 2-3 years experience. 

- Presentable and convincing personality. 

Interested candidates can send their applica- 
tions with detailed CVs to: The General Manager 
P.O. Box 6141, Amman. 


MAID WANTED 

To live-in and work for a Jordanian family. 

Work is only for 9 monttis. Filipina maid is preferable-^ 

Call tel. 683063 


4 SALE 

■TV Video Game SEGA 
Organ keyboard JVC 
Cordless phone Como 
■ Poodle puppies 8 weeks old 

For Information, ask for AJ, tel. 711878 


FLAT FOR RENT 
- 2nd floor of a 3-flat Mdg - 

Unfurnished flat. Mecca St., near Jaber Complex, opp. Ohod 
Mosque, (150m*). 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, large kitchen; 2 
verandas, fitted-kitchen and beautiful fireplace. 

For appointment, please call 818849 
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tensions 
‘worse than 
expected’ 
in Bosnia 

SARAJEVO (AP) — There is 
“dear evidence” that Muslims 
are being forced to leave their 
Bosnia homes and some people 
were kitted by “systematic shell- 
ing” of refugee convoys, peace 
envoy David Owen said 
Saturday. 

Lord Owen and his fellow en- 
voy, Cyrus Vance, told reporters 
in Zagreb, the Croatian capital, 
there was an “extreme urgency” 
to resume the Sarajevo aid airlift, 
which was suspended after an 
Italian aid plane was hit by a 
missile and crashed en route to 
the besieged Bosnian capital. 

Mr. and Lord Owen, the co- 
chairmen of the Geneva peace- 
talks on former Yugoslavia, 
travelled Friday to the northern 
Bosnian dty of Banja Luka, a 
Serb stronghold, because of re- 
ports that Serbs were pressuring 
Muslims to leave the dty. 

Though Serb leaders deny, 
pressuring Muslims, Mr. Vance 
said Friday*. “We’ve not been 
fooled.” 

Mr. Vance and Lord Owen 
spoke to reporters again Saturday 
* morning before boarding their 
plane from Zagreb to Geneva. 

Lord Owen said the Muslim 
ftnifti in Banja Luka, the Roman 
Catholic bishop and the Eastern 
Orthodox partriaich had all con- 
firmed that convoys of people 
wfcre removed from Serb-held 
( anias. 

-'■“Yesterday in Banja Luka we 
were given dear evidence of 
'ethnic cleansing in Bosanski Pet- 
Tbvac and Kljuc," Lord Owen 
^ud, naming two towns abdut 40 
'kflometies (25 miles) west of 
‘Banja Luka. 

. >The envoys heard eyewitness 
Recounts of bow a column of 
,3J»0 to 4,000 people was forced 
to give up money and possessions 
-i}e$r the battle lines at Travnik, a 
.town 70 kilometres northwest of 
Sarajevo. 

‘'After the people were re- 
leased from the buses, shots were 
fifed. There was systematic shell- 
ing of the laud across which they 
had to cross. A strong man wept 
when he watched this happen- 
ing,” Lord Owen said. 

“There were casualties, and 
some people lost their lives/*- 

“There is no question that this 
sort of thing cannot be allowed to 
go on,” he said. 

He said Serbs had been killed 
in one of die towns that was later 
"ethnically cleansed” of Muslims. 
"You have to accept that in 
Bosanski Petrovac there was kill- 
ing of some 16 Serbs, which 
undoubtedly ignited the atmos- 
phere,” Lord Owen said. 

* In Washington, senior Bush 
administration officials said the 
United States has reliable in- 
formation up to 3,000 Muslims 
were killed in May and June at 
Serb-run detention camps near 
Brcko, about 120 kilometres 
north of Sarajevo, the New York 
Times reported m Saturday edi- 
tions. 

A U.S. official, 'speaking on 
condition- of anonymity, told the 
Associated Press that reports had 
been received of op to 2,000 
people killed in Serb camps. But 
the official said the State Depart- 
ment would not make an 
announcement until the actual 
casualty toll could be confirmed. 

In Sarajevo, sniper fire wound- 
ed two people on the north side 
of the city Saturday morning, 
Bosnian government military 
officials said, while shelling hit 
Dobrinja, near the city's airport, 
and tank fire hit the northern 
district of Velesd. 

U.N. peacekeeping officials 
said a reconnaisance team will 
venture out Sunday to scout ways 
torepair the Sarajevo-Mostar rail 
fine, which coukl be a vital aid 
fink since winter will make road | 
and air transport difficult. . 1 

A U.N. relief spokeswoman in . 
Geneva said Friday that fighting 
around the airport meant there 
was little immediate hope of res- 
tarting a desperately needed air- 
lift; to rush supplies in before 
Vinter. 

' -"We are racing against time,” 
said Sylvana Foa, from the office 
of- tire U.N. High Commissioner 
for --Refugees. Even daily relief 
requirements are not being met, 
she' said. 

- -Only about 20 per cent of 
Sarajevo has electricity, and 
U.;N. officials said no efforts to 
repair a war-damaged transfor- 
mer are planned for the time 
being because the fighters do not 
observe ceasefires called to per- 
irtfr repair crews to work. 

* *f ' 

[-Mb'. Vance and Lord Owen 
said they made their surprise visit 
to Banja Luka because of reports 
that Serbs were pressuring Mas-, 
lims to leave the dty. U.N. offi- 
cials. have complained of being] 
forced to help previous "ethnic* 
deansing, evacuating 
threatened Muslims from other 
Bospian communities to save 
tbdr lives. 





Armenian mourners 
during border dub 


the border town of Shapar sear Azerbaijan escort the coffin of a man kffled 


Azeri- Armenian truce 
collapses within hours 


MOSCOW (R) — The latest 
ceasefire between warring Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan broke down 
within hours Saturday, with each 
side blaming the other. 

Fresh fighting along the border 
between, the two former Soviet 
republics and in the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh 
smashed prospects for the 
j Russian-mediated truce which 
took effect at midnight (2000 
GMT) Friday. 

Azeri presidential spokesman 
Tofik Vafiyev said enemy forces 
had attacked Azeri border re- 
gions and the town of Agdam, 
just outside Karabakh. 

“This confirmed the Azeri De- 
fence Ministry's most pessimistic 
predictions that Armenia intends 
to exploit the ceasefire agreement 
to strengthen its military advan- 
tage,” he said by telephone from 
the capital Baku. 

Armenian presidential spokes- 
man David Shakhnazaryan told 
Interfax News Agency Azerbai- 
jan had broken the ceasefire by 
shelling Karabakh villages and 
border regions of Armenia. 

Armenia’s Snark News Agency 
said Azerbaijan had launched a 


tank offensive on villages in the 
east of Karabakh, which is encir- 
cled by Azeri territory but popu- 
lated mainly by Armenians. 

The enclave’s Askeran region 
was under attack from Azeri 
artillery and multiple- band) 

Grad missiles, Snark said. 

More than 2,000 people have 
been killed in four and a half 
years of fighting between Azerbi- 
jan and Armenia, the bloodiest of 
many ethnic conflicts inherited 
from the Soviet era. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev said this week that 
if the truce foiled, the only 
alternative would be to send Un- 
ited Nations peacekeepers to the 
Transcaucasia, possibly m con- 
junction with CIS forces. 

The breakdown of the ceasefire 
followed the familiar pattern of 
pHmwwK earlier peace accords, 
all of which have quickly col- 
lapsed. 

It came despite a report by 
ITAR-TASS News Agency that 
both sides had agreed at talks in 
Moscow Friday to disengage 
forces and create a 10 kilometre 
buffer zone to which observers 
from the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) and Geor- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

Shevardnadze visits U.N. 

UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Eduard Shevardnadze, once foreign 
minister of the mighty Soviet Union, paid a sentimental journey 
to the U nited Nations Friday as president of "a small and 
powerless country"- — Georgia — and found himself still deferred 
to as a diplomatic superstar. In a somewhat pessimistic address to 
the General Assembly, Ire spoke of the perils faring the republics 
of the former Soviet Union, particularly his own troubled land. 
"Now Georgia is independent again. But it Is a fragile, defenceless 
independence,” he lamented, "impeded by the menace of rivfl 
war, the construction erf the new statehood is slow." The entire 
Caucasus region, he warned, was now emerging as “a new hotbed 
of international tension,” riddled with separatism and violence. 
“On a tiny part of the earth called Georgia, which history has 
chosen to crucify on the cross of geopolitics, have converged all 
woes and contradictions that the empire had fed into its own 
genetic code,” said the white-haired Shevardnadze. 

Brazilians rally for Collor’s ouster 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Several hundred thousand protes- 
tors jammed downtown Rio in the city's largest rally for the 
impeachment of scandal-tainted President Fernando Collor Dc 
Mello. Police estimated more than 350,000 people packed Rio’s 
Ca nde laria Square m the city’s financial district to demand foe 
resignation or impeachment of Mr. Collor, Brazil’s first freely 
elected leader since 1960. The rally, organised by foe Rio state 
government, opposition parties mid Labour unions, was the 
second largest in the nation since early August when Brazilians 
took to foe streets to call for Mr. Cotter’s removal. More than 
700,000 people staged an anti-Cottor ratty on Sept 18 in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil's biggest and richest dty. The festive crowd danced 
and chanted amid a sea of Brazilian flags, and red, yellow, green 
and white banners that read "end tire thieving,” and “Brazil has 
dignity.” Police reported no violent incidents. 

Marcos body to return on Nov. 1 . 

MANILA* (R) — Former first lady hneida Marcos plans to fly 
home the remains of her late husband on Nov. 1 for burial in the 
northern Philippines, her lawyer said Saturday. ’To give her 
more time, she derided that they will tentatively schedule it for 
Nov. 1,” Antonio Coronet, the lawyer for the 6^-year-old widow 
of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, said in a radio interview. 
The Marcos family derided to push bade the burial of the former 
president, who died in exile in Hawaii in 1989, because of 
problems in bringing his body baric to the country. Imelda Marcos 
had planned to bury her husband in' his home province of Docos 
Norte on his 75th birth anniversary on Sept. 11, and later 
rescheduled the burial to Sept. 28, the third anniversary of his 
death. But the burial was postponed when she could not afford to 
charter an aircraft to return the body, and she later collapsed and 
spent eight days in hospital in Manila because of blood pressure 
problems. 

Bush may accept nuclear test ban 

WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush is fikely to sign 
into law a nine-month moratorium on U.S. nuclear testing and a 
1996 halt to the testing, congressional and administration sources 
said. But Bush is likely to sign that law with a dear understanding 
that be will tiy to revise it later to allow U.S. nuclear testing 
beyond 1996, the sources said. They said congressional Demo- 
crats manoeuvred Mr. Bush into accepting the nuclear test ban by 
attaching it to a $22 billion energy appropriation bfil fun ding a 
huge supercollider scientific project in Texas that Mr. Bush 
wants. He could not veto tire test ban without also vetoing $517 
million in the bill to continue construction of the supercollider. 

Taiwan imports ex-Soviet scientists 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan has hired 20 scientists from foe former 
Soviet Bloc to help the island speed up technological research and 
development, the National Science Council said Saturday. A 
spokesman said the council would send an eight-member group 
Sunday to Russia to seek more scientific cooperation between tire 
former Soviet republic and Taiwan. “We hope to bring in more 
Russian scientists to help speed op our technological research 
development,” he said' - 


gja would be given access. 

Both sides pledged to wi t hdraw 
heavy weaponry and exchange 
prisoners and bodies of victims, 
TASS said. 

It quoted Marshal Yevgeny 
Shapes hnikOY, commander-in- 
chief of Commonwealth Aimed 
Forces, as saying that the intro- 
duction of CIS peacekeepers in 
Karabakh was “not far off.” 

Marshal Shaposhnikov said be 
had sent messages to the Arme- 
nian and Azeri leaders saying CIS 
force s were - ready to help, but 
could only intervene at the re- 
quest- of both sides. 

Mr. Valiyev, speaking from the 
Azeri capital Baku, said one 
Azmi had been killed and two 
wounded in the bonier fighting. 

Interfax quoted Armenian 
sources as saying many people 
had been wounded and serious 
damage inflicted by Azeri shell- 
ing of the southeastern Armenian 
region of Goris. 

The Pro- Armenian Karabakh 
News Agency said seven people 
were kitted and 38 wounded in 
heavy Azeri shelling of Askeran 
Friday, winch it said was accom- 
panied by bombing raids on parts 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Comoros 
military 
coup failed 
— French 
officials 

PARIS (Agencies) — A military 
coop on the Comoros Islands has 
failed and president said Moham- 
mad Djohar is still in power, 
French officials raid Saturday. 

They said the Comoros govern- 
ment regained control of tire 
archipelago just hours after tire 
army announced in a radio broad- 
cast It had taken power. 

The three-island chain re- 
mained calm throughout the 
events. 

The officials said Mr. Djohar 
was currently in Paris on a visit 
prior to travelling to the 
Gabonese capital Libreville for a 
Franco- African summit on Oct. 
5-7. 

Mr. Djohar first took power, 
after a band of white mercenaries 
briefly controlled the Comoros 
following the mysterious murder 
of President Ahmad Abdallah in 
December 1989. 

He formed a government of 
national unity last January to heal 
the wounds of a severe political 
crisis that started last year when 
opposition leadens tried to have 
him removed on grounds of senil- 
ity. 

The archipelago won inde- 
pendence from France in 1975. 
Mayotte, a fourth island, chose to 
reman as a French t e r ri t o r y. * 

The islands have been political- 
ly unsettled since the November 
1989 slaying of then-President 
Ahmad Abdallah Abder- 
rahmane, shot dead at his palace 
during an argument with noto- 
rious French mercenary Bob De- 
nard. 

Denaid, now living in South 
Africa, commanded Mr. Abdal- 
lah’s presidential guard. He 
admitted being in the room when 
Mr. Abdallah was shot but de- 
nied palling the trigger. 

The Comoros’ Ambassador in 
Paris, Sultan Chouzour, said 
Saturday’s coup attempt was led 
by two sons of Mr. Abdallah, 
both of them junior army offic- 
ers. 


Man dela, De Klerk meet, 
urge unity government 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Pres- 
ident F.W. De Klerk and Nelson 
Mandela opened their long-awa- 
ited peace summit Saturday, 
ur ging speedy progress towards a 
national unity government, and 
South Africa's first non-rarial 
elections. 

But both men — together for 
tire first time in four months 
during which factional fighting 
has intenstffed — said violence 
had to be cubed before political 
progress could be made. 

Flanked by their teams qf 
negotiators, the president and tire 
leader of the African National 
Congress (ANC) said they were 
confident their day-long meeting 
would lay the basis for renewed 
multi-party constitutional nego- 
tiations. 

They would focus on violence 
that has claimed more than 1,000 
lives since they last met in May. 

“We have come here in the. 
hope that by the time this summit' 
ends, a firm basis wfll have been 
laid for tire resumption of nego- 
tiations,” Mr. -Mandela said. 
"This is what our country yearns 
for.” 

"I hope that when we next 
meet we will be able to agree on 
dates for elections for a (popular- 
ly elected) Constituent Assembly 
and the installation of an interim 
government.” 

Standing at Mr. Mandela’s side 
for opening speeches before the 
summit went into dosed session, 
Mr. De Klerk said it was of 
"fundamental import a nce that we 
should move to... a government 
erf national unity, a government of 
national reconciliation represent- 
ing the major rote players, as 
soon as possible. 

"I believe that under the gui- 
dance of such a government... it 
is important that we then move as 
soon as posable to a full-fledged 
new constitutional dispensation.” 

But he warned peace negotia- 
tions could not succeed "while 
supporters of parties are fighting 
ana kitting each other.” 

On the summit agenda was 
"reconciliation”, free political 
activity, foe ANCs mass action 
campaign to topple white rule, 
covert operations, amnesty for 
past crimes and what the ANC 
calls repressive laws and the gov- 


ernment terms security legisla- 
tion. . . 

Constitutional negotiations in* 
wiving 19 parties representing 
blacks and whites collapsed in 
May when the ANC and the 
government foiled to agree on 
power-sharing procedures during 
(be transition to a full-fledged 
democracy- 

Tbe ANC subsequently pulled 
out of aS negotiations in anger 
over tire massacre of 43 people in 
Boipatong township in June, 
charging government complicity 
in violence. 

The slaughter of at . least 28 
people by government troops in 

foe nnmmaliy-indepcndent black 

homeland Ciskei on Sept. 7 
alarmed both rides, and pushed 
them back towards talks. 

The summit was arranged after 
18 days of retentive negotiations 
which sources said may also have 
laid the basis for the ANCs 
return to fuil-scak negotiations. 

It was announced Friday that 
the government had agreed to 
release 500 political prisoners 
listed by the ANC over coming 
months — 150 this weekend — to 
help break a deadlock blocking 
tire summit. Other accords have 
been reached on daogerons 
weapons and migrant worker hos- 
tels, often township flash points. 

But the sources stressed that 
the larger process required im- 
petus from Mr. Mandela and Mr. 
De Klerk, the two giants of South 
African politics, whose initially 
w a r m personal relationship went 
into deep freeze as a result of the 
violence. 

Mr. Mandela, 74, and Mr. De 
Klerk, 20 years his junior, 
appeared in good humour at the 
public opening Saturday. Accept- 
ing Mr. De Klerk's invitation to 
speak first, Mr. Mandela quip- 
ped: "There is one respect in 
which Fm head and shoulders 
above Mr. De Klerk — that is in 
age.” 

He said both sides — tire big- 
gest blade anti-apartheid orga- 
nisation and the white party 
which introduced apartheid 44 
years ago — had to try to rise 
above their emotions and back- 
grounds "in the interests of our 
commoo fixture.” 


Independent commission 
aims to reform U.N. 


GENEVA (R) — An newinde- 
- pendent commission has met to 
study how to reform the United 
Nations, including its capacity to 
prevent bloody ethnic conflicts 
such as that in Yugoslavia. 

The 28 individuals, including 
former ministers and a Nobel 
Peace Prize l au rea t e, hope to 
provide fresh ideas on global 
security. 

Chaired by former Swedish 
Prime Minister Ingvcr Carlsson 
and former Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth Shridath 
Ramphal, they will write their 
report for 1994, a year ahead of 
tire 50th anniversary of the found- 
ing of foe United Nations. 

Mr. Ramphal told a news brief- 
ing at the start of the -commis- 
sion’s three-day talks: “Reform 
of the U.N. is a matter of central 
concern to the commission.” 

Sir Brian Urqnhait, commis- 
sion member and former U.N. 


ondpr secretary-general, said new 
approaches were need to prevent 
ethnic tensions from evolving into 
bloody conflicts: 

"It may be easier for indepen- 
dent people to discuss than gov- 
ernments... maybe we can 
preempt at least some of tire 
horrendous conflicts we other- 
wise are likely to see in the next 
10 to 15 years.” 

Reviving the UJN. Trusteeship 
Council as a forum for ethnic 
factions to meet “before the 
fighting explodes” was one possi- 
ble mechanism for conflict pre- 
vention, Sir Brian said. 

Mr. Carlsson said tire commis- 
sion’s report probably would 
make recommendations on the 
composition of the U.N. Security 
Council.* 

Members said foe Geneva- 
based commission was being 
funded by governments and 
foundations. 


BHNOM PENH (R) — The 
fanttme Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
faction will reject the results of 
U.N.-supervised elections in 
Cambodia, bead of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk said 
Saturday. 

“They’ve already let me know 
that the results of tire elections 
wfll not be acceptable to them,” 
Prince Sihanouk said. 

He said the Khmer Rouge 
would not accept tire election 
results because they say Viet- 
namese would illegally take part 
in next May’s poll. 

Prince Sihanouk made the 
comments during a meeting with 
Australian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating, the first Western leader 
to visit Cambodia since last Octo- 
ber’s peace, accord designed to 
end more than two decades of 
turmoil and civil war. 

Only the Khmer Rouge refuse 
to cooperate with full imple- 


mentation of the Paris peace 
agreement signed by all four 
Ounhoriian political factions. 

The group says the United Na- 
tions Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAQ, winch is 
supervising tire peace process, 
should verify tire complete with- 
drawal of Vietnamese soldiers 
from Cambodia before tire elec- 
tion. 

. UNTAC has discovered no 
troops from Vietnam but there 
are hundreds of thousands of 
settlers. 

The Khmer Rouge have also 
refused to accept UNTACs new 
electoral law on voter rights, 
d ainrin g it favours Vietnamese- 
settlers. | 

Prince Sihanouk said he antid- I 
paled a presidential election be- 
fore foe poll for the Constituent 
Assembly, saying a president 
should be elected first to prevent 
a possiUd political crisis 


Bush tries to get his campaign on track 


COLOMBUS, Ohio (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush hoped to get 
his straggling reelection cam- 
paign back on track Saturday 
with a whistle-stop train tour erf 
Ohio and Michigan, but the 
possible return of Ross Perot 
sidetracked much of the enthu- 
siasm. 

Mr. Bush was to board foe 
"Spirit Of America” for a two- 
day swing designed to rekindle 
images of Hairy Truman’s stun- 
ning win a 1948. Mr. Truman 
campaigned heavily btf train and 
wrestled victory from what was 
considered certain defeat. - 

Tbe push to pump new life into 
foe campaign as the Nov. 3 elec- 
tion nears suffered a blow as 
speculation mounted that Mr. 
Perot, a Texas bOSomae, would 
return to the campaign trail. 

Mr. Perot, who withd rew - his’ 
independent candidacy in July, 
has suggested be may reconsider 
his decision- The Los Angeles 
Times reported that he would 
re-enter foe race Monday. 

In a sign of the dout Mr. Perot 
holds in the c a mp ai gn, he asked 
j both Mr. Bush and Democrat Bill 
j Clinton to send envoys to meet 
with him and his workers in Dal- 
las Monday — and both political 
camps agreed almost immediate^ 

! fy- 

"We may make some converts 
there,” Mr. Bush told report er s 
during a campaign stop in Chica- 
go Friday. 

The threat of a possible return 
by Perot dearly dampened tire 
s p i ri ts of Bnsh campaign officials 
— with some openly annoyed 
when reporters broached the sub- 
ject. 

Otheis were more p M ogpbial, 
but they too acknowledged that 


tire shadow cast by the diminutive 
Perot could wreck havoc on cam- 
paign strategy.. 

‘It’s just a big question mark,” 
said White House spokesman 
Martin Fit zwa ter said of Perot. 

“You can construct a scenario 
where it helps both candidates 
and hurts both candidates,” Mr. 
Fitzwater said. "We just don’t 
know.” 

Mr. Bush seemed subdued dar- 
ing his public appearances 
throughout the day Friday, in- 
dueling at an evening -event - in 
Chicago aimed at showing union 
support for his reelection. 

Less than 109 people showed 
up in a room that could easily 
have be|d many more. 

Despite some public opinion 
polls that show Mr. Bush trattmg 
Mr. Gmton by a wide maigin. 

Republican insideis insist their 
data show the gap is no more than 
10 percentage. points. 

At tins stage in tire presidential 
race, however, that margin offers 
Mr. Bush small co mfo rt — since 
even his supporters acknowledge 
the president has been unable to 
cut into tire lead held by the 
Arkansas governor. 

Meanwhile, a former national 
security aide was quoted Satur- 
day as saying be tola Mr. Bush in 
the spring of 1986 that the United 
States was trading arms to Iran to 
win the release of American hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

The New York Times quoted 
Howard Tekber as saying Mr. 
Bush, aim was then vice presi- 
dent, appeared interested in tire 
topic and asked pertinent ques- 
tion but seemed reluctant to get 
involved in decision-making on 
tire hody-debated issues. 

*T briefed him in detail on 


aspects of tbe Iran initiative on 
several occasions,” said Mr. 
Teicher, who worked for the 
National Security Council as a 
Middle East expert from 1982 to 
1987 and now operates a compu- 
ter software company. 

“He was extremely well in- 
formed about foreign affairs and 
extremely interested, yet I found 
a pattern of behaviour that was a 
desire to be very well informed 
but not to be involved cm any 
issue that was co n tro ve r sia l,” Mr. 
Tekber said. 

Mr. Bush has repeatedly 
asserted that he knew -generally 
about foe arms sales to Iran but 
did not realise they involved a 
direct swap for bostages.He says 
he was “riot in tire loop” for 
direct briefings on tire matter. 

• Asked about foe arms sales, 1 
which have become an issue in 
the presidential campaign, Mr. 
Bosh told a Chicago radio station 
oo Friday: “I believe I’ve levelled, 
with the American people, .and I 
have nothing to add to it” 

Bat Richard Second, an opera- 
tive in the scheme, said in a U.S. 
television interview Friday that 
Mr. Bush was not letting tire 
truth. 

But think the record ought to 
be straightened out on this issue 
... the notion that be (Bush) 
didn’t know anything or didn’t 
know much about the Iran- 
central initiative is just not cor- 
rect,” Mr. Secord said. 

President Brah Friday hid he 
and Vice President Dan Quayie 
would take a 10 per cent pay cut 
as part of a bill slashing tire 
salaries of other highly-paid 
federal employees, including 
members of Congress, by five per 
cent 


He asked the Democratic- 
don] mated Congress to approve 
the legislation by the tune it' 
adjourns at the end of next 
week. 

Bat tint was a most rafikefy pros- 
pect green the time constraints, 
tire amount of other legislation 
pending, and the political acri- 
mony such a proposal was likely 
to create in an election year. 

Meanwhile, Golf war comman- 
der General Normas Sdnwzfcnof said h 
a television interview Friday that 
be does not feed Democratic pres- 
idential candidate Bill Gnoton 
has adequately explained his 
draft status during foe Vietnam 
War. 

Appearing on the ABC Televi- 
sion programme “2fV20 ” Gen. 
Schwarzkopf also said he has a 
“knee-jerk concern” as a career 
military man that neither fan one- 
time bora,. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, hot Vice President 
Dan Quayfe aerved in Veftnam. 

During the interview, Gen. 
Schwarzkopf hailed President 
Bush as a superb commander-in- 
chief and said representatives of 
both Clinton and Perot asked him 
if he would consider being a 
vic&presklental candidate. 

The general, Who said be re- 
jected tire, of te n because he is 
“apofi&al” s»* he didn’t believe 
a president had to have mi li t ary 
experience to become 
commander-in-chief of tbe U.S. 
Aimed Forces. 1 

But be added about Mr. dm- 
toh, “that’s not tiriT question, to 
my mind, tire question b what b a 
president ... who formerly openly 
approved of draft resistance and 
. resistance to war going to do if be 
has to order people to war? 


Khmer Rouge to reject 
glectipn result - Sihanouk 
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New book expected 
to slash at Ted 
Kennedy's 
reputation 

NEW YORK (R) — Ted Ken- 
nedy’s already muddied reputa- 
tion is expected to be tarnished 
even more next week when a 
self-confessed former cocaine 
addict publishes a "teU-all" book 
about his years working for the 
U.S. senator. Richard Burke was 
a top Kennedy aide for a decade 
until 1981 when be resigned in 
disgrace after faking death 
threats against himself, and tire 
question now is can be be be- 
lieved? Kennedy loyalists say no. 
They call Mr. Burke a “sleaze” 
attempting a new hoax to get 
himself out of debt by writing a 
sensational book. Sen. Kennedy's 
Press Secretary Paul Donovan 
attacks Mr. Burke’s credibility 
and says he won’t be surprised a 
the book claims that Kennedy 
“went for a UFO ride with 
Elvis.” The New York Post Fri- 
day quoted sources familiar with 
the book. Senator: 10 Years With 
Ted Kennedy, as saying a report 
of a UFO sighting is one of the 
few things it doesn’t cfcrim..Tbe 
Post's report says the book details 
affairs and orgies that the youn- 
ger brother of President John 
Kennedy took part and alleged 
drag use, including in 1980 when 
Sen. Kennedy and Jimmy Carter 
vied for the Democratic presiden- 
tial nomination. The post quotes 
sources as saying Sen. Kennedy, 
who married for the second time 
earlier this year, once kept 
cocaine stashes in his home and 
office and stopped a motorcade 
during the 1980 campaign so that 
he could get amyl nitrate, a o nee- 
legal drug. 

California governor 
signs Gay Rights Bill 

SACRAMENTO, California (R) 
— Governor Pete Wflson has 
signed a bill banning job discri- 
mination against homosexuals, a 
year after his veto of similar • 
legislation touched off rioting in 
San Francisco. Tbe Republican 
governor's action makes Califor- 
nia foe largest erf six states to 
enact laws protecting employees 
froindiscriimnafioii based on sex- 
ual orientation. Conservatives 
anQ rchgioiis groups bad bitterly 
opposed tiie bill, saying homosex- 
uals (fid not deserve special job 
protections. When Mr. Wflson 
vetoed similar legislation in 
September 1991, up to 5,000 gay 
rights supporters demonstrated 
outside a state office building in 
San Francisco and some stormed 
past guards, breaking windows, 
setting one office ablaze and 
burmngflags. Tbe protest caused 
about >250,000 in damage. 


Magic Johnson quits 
from U.S. AIDS 
commission 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Basket- 
ball legend Earvin “Magic” John- 
son resigned from the U.S. 
National Commisriou on AIDS, 
accusing President George Bush 
of “dropping tbe ball" in the figfat 
against foe deadly disease. John- 
son, whose announcement last 
year that be had foe HIV virus 
that causes acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) shock- 
ed foe world, said in a letter to 
Mr. Bush be could no longer 
serve on a body “whose impor- 
tant work is so utterly ignored by 
your administration.” Mr. Bush 
appointed Johnson, one of the 
nation’s most visible AIDS pa- 
tient, to tire commission in Janu- 
ary. Seven months later Johnson 
was on the U.S. “dream team” 
won the gold medal in the 
summer Olympics in Barcelona. 
In his letter to Mr. Bisfa, John so n 
recalled meeting tire president in 
January. “I gave you a letter in 
which I expressed my hope that 
you would become more actively 
involved in tbe . fight acainst 
AIDS,” he said. * 

Boy wins ‘divorce* 
from parents 

ORLANDO, Florida (R) — A 
12-year-old boy won a landmark 
child-rights case when a j udge 
allowed him to ‘divorce’ ins pa- 
rente and be adopted by his foster 
family. Gregory Kingsley flashed 
a huge smile when Judge Thomas 
Kirk is sued a ruling ending the 
parental. lights of his mother, 
Radwl Kingsley, and approving 
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owpuuD ay ms roster parents, 
George and Lzzabeth Russ. Greg- 
ory, who now wants to be called 
Shawn Russ, turned to John 
one of his eight new 
frrefhcre and asters, and said, 
«cy, brother." The family snr- 
rounded^ him, and his lawyer Jerri 
Blair gave him a bright blue 
teraey and cap that said, "Shawn 
Russ.” It bore (he number 9,-tfae 
number of children now in the 
miss family. His new mother 
bust into tears. 


